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Week Ending Friday, July 14, 2000 


Memorandum on FY 2001 Refugee 
Admissions Consultations 
July 6. 2000 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: FY 2001 Refugee Admissions 
Consultations 


In accordance with section 207 of the Im- 
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are 
authorized to consult with the appropriate 
committees of the Congress concerning ref- 
ugee admissions as follows: 

1. The authorization of 80,000 refugee ad- 
missions, 76,000 of which are funded 
during FY 2001, which would be allo- 
cated by specific region as follows: 
20,000 for Africa; 6,000 for East Asia 
including Amerasians); 3,000 for Latin 
America and the Caribbean; 10,000 for 
the Near East and South Asia: 37,000 
for Europe (including 20,000 for the 
former Yugoslavia and 17,000 for the 
former Soviet Union); and 4,000 for the 
unallocated reserve. The recommended 
level of funded admissions is equal to 
the level assumed in the FY 2001 budget 
request 76,000). 

2. The authorization of an additional 
10,000 refugee admission numbers to be 
made available for the adjustment to 
permanent resident status of persons 
who have been granted asylum in the 
United States. 

3. The designation, pursuant to section 
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons in 
Cuba, Vietnam, and the former Soviet 
Union, who, if they otherwise qualify for 
admission as refugees, may be consid- 
ered refugees under the INA even 
though they are still within their country 
of nationality or habitual residence. 

William J. Clinton 
cc: The Attorney General 

The Secretary of Health and Human 

Services 


NOTE 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 7. This item 


This memorandum was released by the Of 


was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue 


The President’s Internet Address 


July 8, 2000 


Good Earlier this week, we 
launched a new and improved White House 
website at www.whitehouse.gov. Today | 
want to talk a little about the website and 
about our other efforts to use technology to 
bring Government closer to the people. ; 

I’m proud to have been the President who 
brought the White House into the digital age. 
When I became President, there were just 
50 websites on the World Wide Web. Now 
there are 17 million, and almost 50 million 
households on-line in the United States 


morning. 


alone. 

It was just 6 years ago that we launched 
the very first White House website. Our 
website now has more than 9,000 pages of 
information, and that’s not counting the ar- 
chives. We've redesigned and updated it to 
keep pace with its growth and the rapid 
changes in technology. The new and im- 
proved White House website is another im- 
portant step in our efforts to make Govern- 
ment high-speed, high-tech, and user-friend- 
ly. We’re bringing information that matters 
into people’s homes—policy papers, the citi- 
zens handbook, links to Federal agencies. 

We've also made it easier to find the fea- 
tures that visitors use most—like E-mailing 
the White House, taking an on-line tour, or 
finding special activities for kids. And we've 
made the website a permanent part of the 
Executive Office of the President, so that fu- 
ture Presidents will be able to change it to 
suit their needs as easily as they can change 
the furniture here in the Oval Office. 

Undei the leadership of Vice President 
Gore, we've used information technology to 
bring Government closer to citizens in many 
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wavs. Pe opie are now using | ». Government 


websites to file their taxes compare their 


Medicare | 


rind iobs 
Che yre 


oC od 
health re- 


1 1! 1 
search browsing the vast collections of the 
? 


options and 
tapping into the latest 
Library of Congress 
NASA’s missions it 


] » 
in the process of creating a single, customer- 


and following along with 


outer space And we're 


focused website, www.firstgov.gov, where 
Americans can find every on-line resource of- 
fered by the Federal Government 

But we 


benefits of the information revolution flow 


must do more to ensure that the 


to every American. That means working to 


close the digital divide, to put computers in 


every classroom, to train our teachers to 
make the most of them. We must also pay 
attention to the issues of computer security 
ind the privacy of our records on computers 
so that the newest technology doesn’t under- 
mine our oldest values 

Eighty-one years ago this week, Woodrow 
Wilson became the very first President to 
communicate by radio. On his way home 
President Wilson used the 


radio, after several unsuccessful efforts, to 


from Europe 


call the then-young Franklin Roosevelt, who 
was his Assistant Secretary of the Navy back 
in Washington. It wasn’t immediately clear 
how this new technology would be used or 
that in just 15 years Roosevelt, as President, 
would be making radio broadcasts that 80 
percent of our Nation would hear. But it was 
clear that a new door to the future had 
opened 

We're at just such a moment again today, 
and the new White House website is just one 
small step toward bringing Government 
more fully into the information age. We have 
barely begun to understand how information 
technology will change our lives. But those 
of us in Government have a responsibility to 
use these new tools to expand the re ach of 
democracy and give more people a chance 
to live their dreams 

I'll see you on-line at whitehouse.gov, and 
thanks for logging on. 


Norte: The address was recorded at appre ximately 
11 a.m. on July 7 in the Oval Office at the White 
House for broadcast at 10 a.m. on July 8. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 7 but was embargoed for 
release until the broadcast 
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The President’s Radio Address 


July 8, 2000 


40 days 
I'd like 
to speak with you about how we can seize 
this 
help all seniors afford the prescription drugs 


Good morning. With fewer than 
left on the congressional calendar 
moment to modernize Medicare and 
that can lengthen and enrich their lives 

It was just 35 years ago this month that 
President Johnson signed the Medicare Act 
into law. He spoke of Medicare joining Social 
Security as a cornerstone of our society upon 

h the | é 
which the hopes and dreams of generations 
, 
of seniors could securely rest. He directed 
our Nation 
those who suffer untended, in a land that 


in his words, “never to ignore 
is bursting with abundance.” 

Over these past 35 years, Medicare has 
proven to be a remarkable success. Before 
Medicare 
didn’t have any health coverage at all. Serious 
illness often wiped away in an instant all the 


nearly half of America’s senicrs 


savings families had put away over a lifetime 
of hard work. Today, nearly every senior has 
the security of basic health coverage. And 
since that time, elderly poverty has fallen 
dramatically, and Americans over 65 have the 
highest life expectancy anywhere in the 
world 

Yet, for all its successes, Medicare has not 
fully kept pace with the miracles of modern 
medicine. The original Medicare law was 
written at a time when patients’ lives were 
more often saved by scalpels than pharma- 
ceuticals, when many of the life-saving drugs 
we now routinely use did not even exist. 

No one creating Medicare today would 
even consider excluding coverage for pre- 
scription drugs. That’s why we’ve proposed 
a comprehensive plan to provide voluntary 
prescription drug benefits that are affordable 
for all seniors, a plan that ensures that all 
Medicare matter where 
they live or how sick they are, will pay the 
same affordable premiums, a plan that covers 
catastrophic drug costs, a plan that is part 
of an overall effort to strengthen and mod- 
ernize Medicare so we won't have to ask our 
children to shoulder our burden when we 
retire. 


beneficiaries, no 
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Across the Nation we've seen a great out 
pouring of support for adding such sg 


scription drug benefit. And yet I’m incre 
ingly concerned that efforts in Congress are 
bogging down. One reason for this is clear 
The pharmaceutical industry has unleashed 
a shameless, scorched-earth campaign to 
thwart the will of the American people 

An industry-funded 


Citizens for 


calling 
Better Medicare—can you be 
thatP—has flooded the 
negative ads against our plan. Just this 


group 


airwaves with 
week 
we learned that the drug companies have en- 
listed nearly 300 hard-gun lobbyists, more 
than one for ever two Members of Congress, 
and paid them their 
power to block all meaningful reforms. All 
told, the drug industry has spent a staggering 
$236 million on its lobbying efforts. These 
millions would be a lot better spent on re- 
search for new medicines 


lieve 


to do everything in 


The pharmaceutical industry is pushing 
Congress to adopt a private insurance pro- 
gram rather than a Medicare prescription 
drug benefit. Insurers, themselves, however, 
say this won’t work, and the y won t gfe 1- 
pate. Just today we » learned that the State 
of Nevada is using a private insurance model 
that’s very similar to the plan passed by the 
Republican majority in the House of Rep- 
resentatives last week. Not surprisingly, it has 
not found one single qualified insurer willing 
to partic ipate. 

You have to give it to the insurance compa- 
nies; they have been honest here. They have 
said that the Republican plan won't work. It’s 
a plan designed for those who make the 
drugs, not for the seniors who need to take 
them. 

So today I call on Congress to reject that 
approach and the reckless campaign of nar- 
row special interests, and act together in the 
public interest. We need a prescription drug 
benefit that works for seniors and people 
with disabilities, not just for the pharma- 
ceutical industry. 

A few weeks ago I put forth a good-faith 
proposal to do just that. I said that if Con- 
gress will agree to pass a plan that offers af- 
fordable Medicare prescription drug cov- 
erage to all seniors and people with disabil- 
ities, while protecting our hard-won fiscal 
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itself 
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discipline, then I will sign a marriage penalty 
relief law of equal size. 

At this time of year it’s natural that we 
begin to think ahead to election day, but let's 
keep in mind, as well, the spirit of common 
purpose we just celebrated on Independence 
Day. That's the spirit I hope Members of 
Congress will bring back to our Nation’s Cap- 
ital when they return to work Monday. At 
a time when America is once again bursting 
with abundance, there shouldn't be a limit 
on what we can achieve. 

Thanks for listening. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m 
the Oval Office at the White House 


trom 


Executive Order 13162—Federal 
Career Intern Program 


July 6, 2000 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
3301 and 3302 of title 5, United States Code, 
and in order to provide for the recruitment 
and selection of exceptional employees for 
careers in the public sector, it is hereby or- 
dered as follows: 

Section 1. There is hereby constituted the 
Federal Career Intern Program (Program). 
The purpose of the Program is to attract ex- 
ceptional men and women to the Federal 
workforce who have diverse professional ex- 
periences, academic training, and com- 
petencies, and to prepare them for careers 
in analyzing and implementing public pro- 
grams. “Career Intern” is a generic term, and 
agencies may use occupational titles as ap- 
— 

Sec. 2. The Program is another step in 
the Administration’s effort to recruit the 
highest caliber people to the Federal Gov- 
ernment, develop their professional abilities, 
and retain them in Federal departments and 
agencies. Cabinet secretaries and agency ad- 
ministrators should view the Program as 
compleme ntary to existing programs that 
provide career enhancement opportunities 
for Federal employees, and departments and 
agencies are encouraged to identify and 
make use of those programs, as well as the 
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new Program, to meet department and agen- 
needs 
. , _" oD las 
Sec. 3. (a) The Ottice of Personnel Man 


OPM 


, ’ 
merit-based procedure S tor the 


igement shall de velop appropriate 
recruitment 
screening, placement, and continuing career 
de velopment of Career Interns 

b) In developing those procedures the 
OPM shall provide tor 


deemed appropriate to assure equal employ 
i i i 


such actions as 


ment opportunity and the application of ap- 

pre rerence 
1 } "1 

4 successful candidate shall be 


propriate vete rans critena 

Sec. 4. (a 
appointed toa position in s¢ hedule B of the 
excepted service at the GS—5. 7. or 9 (and 
equivale nt 


or other trainee level appropriate 


for the Program, unless otherwise ipproved 
by the OPM. The appointment shall not ex 
ceed 2 years unless extended by the Federal 
department or agency, with the concurrence 
of the OPM, for up to | additional year 
b) Tenure for a Career Intern shall be 
governed by the following principles and 
policies 
1) Assigned responsibilities shall be con- 
sistent with a Career Intern’s com- 
petencies and career interests, and 
the purposes of the Program 

2) Continuation in the Program shall be 
contingent upon satisfactory perform- 
ance by the Career Intern throughout 
the internship period 

3) Except as provided in subsections (4 
and (5) of this section, service as a 
Career Intern confers no rights to fur- 
ther Federal employment in either 
the competitive or excepted service 
upon the expiration of the internship 
period 

1) Competitive civil service status may 
be granted to a Career Intern who 
satisfactorily completes the internship 
and meets all other requirements pre- 
scribed by the OPM. 

5) Within an agency, an employee who 
formerly held a career or career-con- 
ditional appointment immediately be- 
fore entering the Career Intern Pro- 
gram, and who fails to complete the 
Career Intern Program for reasons 
unrelated to misconduct or suitability, 
shall be placed in a career or career- 
conditional position in the current 
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agency at no lower grade or pay than 
the one the employee left to accept 
the position in the Career Intern Pro- 
gram 
Sec. 5. A Career Intern shall participate 
in a formal program of training and job as- 
signments to develop competencies that the 
OPM identifies as core to the Program, and 
the employing agency identifies 
priate to the 


as appro- 
agency's mission and needs 
Sec. 6. The OPM shall prescribe such reg- 


i? 


ulations as it determines necessary to carry 


out the purpose of this ordet 
Sec. 7. The OPM shall provide 


oversight 
of the Program 

Sec. 8. Executive Order 12596 of May 7 
1987, is revoked. 

Sec. 9. Judicial Revieu 
tended only to improve the internal manage- 
the executive branch. It does not 
create any right or benefit, substantive or 


This order is in- 
ment of 


procedural, enforceable in law or equity, by 

a party against the United States, its agencies, 

its officers or employees, or any other person. 
William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 6. 2000 


Office of the 
July 11, 2000 


Filed with the 
§:45 a.m 


Federal Register 


NOT! 
Office of the Press Secretary on July 10, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on July 12 


This Executive order was released by the 


Remarks on Departure for State 
College, Pennsylvania, and an 
Exchange With Reporters 


July 10, 2000 


Home Heating Oil Reserve 


The President. Good afternoon. I want 
to say a few words in a moment about Togo 
West and Hershel Gober and the direction 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
But first, I'd like to make one 
brief announcement. 

Since March, I have asked Congress to es- 
tablish a home heating oil reserve in the 
Northeast to reduce the chance that future 
shortages will hurt consumers, as they did 
last winter. Congress recently, again, has 


its mission 
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failed to act, and time is running out. Winter 
may seem far off on this hot day, 
don’t do something now, 


but if we 
reserve 
heating oil may not be in place be — the 
cold weather comes. That’s why today I am 
taking action to establish a home he “a oil 
reserve to help families avoid higher energy 
costs this winter. 

First, I'm directing Secretary Richardson 
to exchange crude oil from the Strategic Pe- 
troleum Reserve for 2 million 
home heating oil to store in the Northeast. 
Second, we're taking steps to establish this 
reserve on a permanent basis. The action I 
take today will leave us far better prepared 
to face the winter months. But it does not 
= Congress of the responsibility to act. 

» I renew my call to Congress: Please, 
sana the authority sO we Can tap into this 
new home heating oil reserve when we need 
it; take up my energy budget initiatives and 
the tax incentives; pass comprehensive elec- 
tricity restructuring; reauthorize the strategic 
petroleum reserve. These are things Con- 
gress can do right now to build a better, safer, 
more secure, and more affordable energy fu- 
ture. ask them again to do their part to 
increase Our energy supply, protect the envi- 
ronment, increase energy conservation, 
keep our economy strong. 


and 


Secretary of Veterans Affairs Transition 


This morning I accepted the decision of 


Togo West to step down as Secretary of Vet- 
erans Affairs by month’s end, after more than 
) 
25 million veterans and their families. 

Every day, in every way, Togo West has 
given his all to make sure America does right 
by our men and women who have served us 
in uniform. As Secretary of the Army at the 
beginning of our administration, Togo West 
was known as a “soldier's Secretary.” His 
leadership helped make the Army part of the 
best trained, best equipped, most potent 
fighting force in the world. He took special 
care to make sure that America took good 
care of our Army families. And he brought 
that same sense of purpose to the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

Under his leadership, the VA has begun 
to confront some long-neglected problems 
head on, reaching out to more than 400,000 


our 


stocks of 


barrels of 


2 years of effective leadership on behalf of 
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veterans who were exposed to Agent Orange, 
pressing for answers to the Gulf war syn- 
drome and proper care for those who suffer 
from it, beginning the process of building five 
new national cemeteries, the most since the 
Civil War, and making a special effort to 
bring homeless veterans back into the society 
they did so much to defend. 

His leadership and devotion to our vet- 
erans helped improve lives and make this 
country a better place. And on behalf of all 
Americans, Togo, I want to thank you for 
more than a quarter century of service and 
selfless devotion to our Nation. 

To carry forward the vital work of the De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs, I turn to one 
who knows the work and the mission of the 
VA as well or better than anyone ever has, 
Deputy Secretary Hershel Gober. You all 
know we've been friends for many years. He 
did a superb job as the State director of vet- 
erans affairs in Arkansas when I served as 
Governor. He did a superb job as Acting Di- 
rector between the tenures of Secretaries 
Jesse Brown and Togo West. There are few 
people in our country who have ever been 
as prepared for a job as Hershel Gober is 
for this one. 

He has an ear for the needs of our veterans 
because he has the heart of a soldier. A vet- 
eran of both the Army and the Marine Corps, 
Hershel Gober served two terms in Vietnam, 
earning the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, 
and the Soldier's Medal. A few years ago, 
I was honored that he agreed to head a dele- 
gation back to Vietnam to seek the fullest 
possible accounting of our men and women 
still missing in uniform. 

Hershel has already made his mark on the 
critical issue of veterans’ health care. Early 
in our administration, he came to me and 
recommended that we look for ways to bring 
health care closer to the veterans who need- 
ed it. Since then, we’ve opened more than 
200 outpatient clinics all across America and 
have more planned this year. That’s one of 
the big reasons we were able to treat—listen 
to this—400,000 more veterans last year than 
we did the year before. 

Hershel Gober has been a strong partner 
for both Secretary Brown and Secretary 
West. He will serve in a great tradition, and 
I thank him for agreeing to do so. Now I'd 
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like to ask them both to say a few words, 
beginning with Secretary West. 

[At this point, Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Togo D. West, Jr., and Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs-designate Hershel W 
brief remarks. | 


The President. Thank you. 


Gober made 


Israeli Knesset Vote 


Q. Mr. President, the Israeli Government 
is falling apart. How is Barak going to be 
able to negotiate a peace? 

The President. Well, first, I think it’s im- 
portant to note that, as the news reports this 


morning in Israel reflect, a solid majority of 


the people want him to come and want him 
to pursue peace. 

it would have been 
done a long time ago. This is difficult. It is 
perhaps the most difficult of all the peace 
problems in the world, certainly dealing with 
the most difficult issues of the whole Middle 
East peace process, on which I have worked 
for nearly 8 years now. But both Prime Min- 
ister Barak and Chairman Arafat have the vi- 
sion, the knowledge, the experience, and the 
ability and the shear guts to do what it takes, 
I think, to reach an agreement, and then to 
take it back to their people and see if they 
can sell it. 

And keep in mind, Prime Minister Barak 
has said that the people of Israel will have 
their say on this. So this is really, I think, 
a matter of trying to come to grips with the 
issues on the merits, asking whether the price 
of peace is greater than the price of contin- 
ued conflict and all the associated difficulties 
and heartbreaks and uncertainties and inse- 
curity that that carries. 

And I’m going to do my best to help them. 

I admire both of them for coming. It’s not 

easy for either to come. But they have come 
because they think that the price of not doing 
it is greater than the risk of going forward. 
And I hope we'll have the thoughts and pray- 
ers and best wishes of all Americans. It’s 
going to be a difficult process. But the fact 
that they're coming means that we still have 
a chance. 


Look, if this were easy, 
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Middle East Peace Summit 

Q. Mr. President, given the fact that these 
are the most difficult issues, do you think 
you can do this in just 8 days? And would 
you consider delaying your trip or aban- 
doning your trip to Japan? 

The President. Well, 
say, just because they're difficult doesn’t 
mean they're not understood. I mean, | 
would say the answer to that would clearly 
be, no, if this were happening in 1993 or 94. 
But an enormous amount of time and 
thought has gone into this. I think both sides 
have a pretty clear idea of what the various 
options are. 

And I don’t want to set an artificial dead- 
line for these talks. But I think that they need 
to listen to each other, and I need to listen 
to them, and we need to get right after it, 
because it’s not as if we don’t know what's 
out there to be done. And this has been sim- 
mering on the stove for some years now, and 
I think we understand generally what the op- 
tions are, and we'll go there and go to work, 
do our very best. 

Thank you. 


first of all, let me 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Ehud Barak of 
Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales- 
tinian Authority. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secre tary also included the 
remarks of Secretary West and Secretary-des- 
ignate Gober. 


Remarks to the National Governors’ 
Association Meeting in State College, 
Pennsylvania 

July 10, 2000 


Thank you very much, Governor Leavitt, 
Governor Glendening. And Governor Ridge, 
thank you for welcoming me back to Pennsyl- 
vania and to Penn State. The Governor was 
kind enough to come to the airport, and we 
were reminiscing about the opportunity | 
once had to come to Penn State to give the 
commencement address. And we. talked 
about the Creamery, and then I learned all 
the Governors had been given access to the 
ice cream at Penn State. That was the one 
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thing I was going to give you today. [I 
ter] 

Let me say to all of you, the most impor- 
tant thing I wanted to do today is just come 
here and say thank you for the opportunities 
that we've had to work together over the last 
8 years. Some of you—just a few now—were 
Governors when I served. Governor 
Thompson outlasted me. Governor Janklow 
made a comeback. Governor Hunt made a 
comeback. But it’s been a wonderful experi- 
ence for me. I look forward to your coming 
to the White House every year. And even 
though we're going to start the very impor- 
tant Middle East peace talks tomorrow, I 
didn’t want to miss this opportunity to come 
to say thanks. 

I really treasure the times that | “ nt— 
I remember the first time you came to the 
White House in 93, I'd only been President 
a couple of weeks, and they were very busy 
times. And my staff was all obsessed with get- 
ting our budget to Congress and all that, and 
they didn’t really understand why I wanted 
to spend 4 or 5 hours with the Governors. 
And I told Governor Kempthorne when he 
left the Senate that he was going to be one 
happy camper after the next election, and I 
was right, wasn’t IP [Laughter] So I thank 
you. 

If you go back and look at the transcripts 
and the agenda of the 1993 NGA meeting 
and you compare what you discussed then 
to what we’re talking about tod: ay, it is obvi- 
ous that our country has come a long way 
in the last 7% years. Back then, we were 


Augh- 


all focused, as we had been in a couple of 


previous years when I was a Governor, on 
big and immediate crises, the enormous defi- 
cits, the high unemployment, the soaring 


crime, the rising welfare rolls, the cost of 


health care, and the growing number of unin- 
sured Americans. 

At the time you came to the White House 
in ’93, I pledged to make a new partnership 
between the State and the Federal Govern- 
ments, to put the American people first, and 
to turn our country around. And we have 
done a lot of things together that you should 
be very proud of: welfare rolls the lowest in 
over 30 years, cut in half; the crime rate at 
a 30-year low; the Children’s Health Insur- 
ance Program, the largest expansion of health 
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insurance for children since the enactment 
of Medicaid. We've slowed the crippling 
costs of Medicare and Medicaid and ex- 
tended the life of Medicare by a quarter cen- 
tury. We've expanded trade, with over 300 
trade agreements. And the Governors have, 
without exception, always been there in a bi- 
partisan way, and for that I am profoundly 
grateful. 

And let me thank you, especially, for the 
work that many of you did on permanent nor- 
mal trading relations with China. Most of our 
constituents who call us about that—in favor, 
anyway—do so because they understand the 
ecouounies of it. But I have to tell you, after 
the last 7% years, I have a different perspec- 
tive. We Paka three wars in Asia in the last 
50 years, and I believe if we adopt this trade 
agreement, it will dramatically reduce the 
chances that our children will have to fight 
any wars in Asia in the 21st century. So any- 
thing you can do to help me get it up in 
the Senate in the next few days, I'd be very 
grateful for, as well. 

We've worked together on the empower- 
ment zones and other community develop- 
ment efforts. And Id like to thank the Delta 
Governors here, which start with Governor 
Ryan in Illinois and go south, for the help 
that you have given me for our Delta initia- 
tive. 

The size of Government is the smallest it’s 
been in 40 years. We've eliminated over 
16,000 pages of regulations. The Department 
of Education, as Secretary, Governor Riley 
never tires of telling me, alone has reduced 
regulations by over 60 percent. And as all 
of you know, we have worked to aggressively 
grant waivers to States to continue to be lab- 
oratories of democracy. And I'll say more 
about that in a few moments. 

But finally—and I owe the Governors a 
lot of thanks for your support on this—across 
all of our pe artisan differences, you have never 
stopped supporting as a body bringing back 
commonsense notions of fiscal discipline to 
Washington. By cutting the deficit, expand- 
ing trade, and investing in our people, we've 
got the longest economic expansion in his- 
tory. 

People ask me all the time—I brought the 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve, Alan 
Greenspan, who is here today—there was an 
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interesting article in one of the major news- 
papers referring to us as the “Odd Couple,” 
which I took, Mr. Chairman, as a com- 
pliment. [Laughter] I think it was, “What's 
this sophisticated financial genius doing 
working this deal with this,’ 
to refer to me, the 


southern State? 


as someone used 
Governor of a small 


I was so naive at the time 


| thought it was a compliment. [Laughter 
And I still do 

But anyway, we've work together. And 
people ask me all the time, “Well, tell me 


about Bob Rubin or Lloyd Bentsen or Gene 
what 
new, stunning insight did you bring to Wash- 
And | 

“arithmetic 
back. And I hope that, again across 
party lines in the years ahead, you will keep 


Sperling or your economic advisers 


ington?” always have a one-word an- 
swer, ’ | think we brought arith- 
metic 
arithmetic as an element in our national 
policymaking 

~ We have an enviable but unfamiliar task 
now. We've got to decide as a people, what 
should we do with the largest svrpius in his- 
tory and a very large projecied surplus. And 
if | could just make one point here today 
that to me is more important than anything 
else 1'i say down the road in these remarks, 
| believe dealing with good fortune is just 
as stern a test of a country’s judgment, values, 
and character, as dealing with adversity. 

I say this over and over again, but I'll re- 
peat it one more time. There’s not a person 
in this room over 30 years of age that cannot 
remember at least one time in your life when 
you made a personal or a business mistake, 
not because things were going so badly but 
because things were going so well you felt 
there was no penalty to the failure to con- 
centrate. It is just human nature. So this is 
a big, big moment for our country 

You know what I think we ought to do. 
1 think we ought to do what I said in the 
State of the Union. I think we ought to take 
on the big challenges and big opportunities 
in a responsible way; to keep the economy 
going and spread its benefits; to deal with 
the aging of America; to deal with the fact 
that child poverty is twice what it is among 
the elderly people; all of our kids still aren’t 
in the best schools; prove that we can beat 
these big environmental challenges and grow 
the economy; to make America the safest big 
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country in the world; to help people balance 
work and family better; to meet our national 
security and foreign policy challenges; to put 
1 more human face on the global economy 
to keep bringing people into the circle of our 
national community as we grow more di 
verse 

But this election season is very important 
for making that decision. I, frankly, think that 
Americans should be very upbeat about this 
because it gives US a chance to have a very 
positive political season And I think maybe 
over the last 7 years we've finally purged 
some of the poison out of national politics 
And I would really like to just see a debate 
where people get up and say, “Okay, it’s a 
big election. We have honest differences over 
everything from education and the environ- 
ment and crime and Internet privacy rights 
and how to build a national community and 
the future of the everything—and 
let’s just talk about it and let the voters de- 


cide.’ 


courts 


And let’s just assume everybody running 
is honorable, and just say what the dif- 
ferences are and let the people decide. That's 
what I hope will happen in this election, be- 
cause in our lifetime we may never get an- 
othe chance like this. We have never had 
a chance like this in my lifetime, not ever, 
not once. The last time we had an economy 
this prosperous was in the 1960's. That was 
the last longest economic expansion in his- 
tory. And when I graduated from high school 
in 1964, I had the feeling that I think a lot 
of Americans think today. I thought every- 
thing was on automatic; nobody could mess 
it up. I thought all the civil rights problems 
of the countrv would be solved in the courts 
and the Congress. I thought everything 
would be hunky-dory. 

[wo years later we had riots in the streets. 
Four years later we had Dr. King and Senator 
Kennedy killed, and we had a President who 
couldn't seek reelection because the country 
was so divided. And a few months later, the 
last longest economic expansion in American 
history was history. 

So if I could just say anything, I hope when 
you go home you'll ask the American people 
in your own States to be really good citizens 
this year and concentrate. And just think and 
decide, because we may never have this 
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chance again in our lifetime. 
foundly important. 

I also believe that it’s important what we 
do in the next 6 months. And I know all the 
press coverage is always on the fights that 
we have, but let me tell vou, we actually 
agree on things every now and then in Wash- 
ington. And there are a lot of things we could 
do in the next 6 months that I think are pretty 
important. Let me just review. 

Already this year the Congress lifted the 

earnings limit on Social Security. I think 
that’s really important. If you live to be 65 
today, you've got a life expectancy of 82. And 
if things keep going the way they are and 
there’s ‘only two people working for every one 
person drawing Social Security, we ought to 
went some older pe ople in the work force. 

I hope to be one of them. [Laughter] And 
it passed almost unanimously. 

I signed a bill the other di iy, the ele rape pe 
signatures bill, necessitated by Article I of 
the United States Constitution, to en sure 
that there could be a contract using E-com- 
merce. I see where some people think there’s 
some problems with it. If there are, we'll fix 
them up. But we don’t want to slow down 
E-commerce; we want to speed it up. 

We had the China bill passing in the 
House, and in the House and the Senate, 
a remarkable bill to expand our relations, 
trade relations with Africa and our neighbors 
in the Caribbean. So there’s a chance we can 
get a lot done. 

And one of the things that I would like 
to just say today—and again, because of the 
season we're in, I guess my opinion can’t 
avoid having some sort of partisan edge— 
but I'd just like to tell you where things are 
and where I hope we can go with them in 
the next few months. 

I think our single most important obliga- 
tion now, since most Americans make good 
things happen in their own lives apart from 
government, is to try to keep this economic 
expansion going and to try to spread its bene- 
fits to people in places that have been left 
behind. 

Now, let me deal with the latter first. The 
spreading its benefits, for me, means passing 
the new markets initiative that I presented 
to the Congress, which the Speaker of the 
House—we’ve worked together on it, and we 


And it is pro- 


July 10 1613 


now have a uniform, unified bill where we 
took the best ideas of the Republicans, the 
best ideas of the Democrats, and we’re going 
to essentially try to give people the same in- 
centives to invest in poor areas in the 
Mississippi Delta or the Indian reservations 
or the inner cities that we now give them 
to invest in Latin America, Asia, and Africa, 
along with a little extra help. And we've 
worked very hard on this. It was an aston- 
ishing announcement at the White House the 
other day, with the broadest ideological spec- 
trum of people I’ve ever seen in the 
Roosevelt Room at the same time. And | 
hope you'll help us pass that. 

In a larger sense, I think we've got to keep 
the economy going by hewing to the same 
principles of fiscal discipline that got us 
where we are. That means, I think, whatever 
combination of spending and tax cuts any 
candidate for any office proposes, there 
ought to be enough left over to get us out 
of debt over the next dozen years, to pay 
down the public debt. 

Why? Because it will keep interest rates 
lower. And let me just give you one little tax 
cut factoid. If keeping inte rest rates a percent 
lower than they otherwise would be for a 
decade reduces mortgage payments alone in 
the United States by $250 billion, keeping 
interest rates lower than they otherwise 
would be for a decade by just one percent 
amounts to a $250 billion tax cut on mortgage 
payments alone. That doesn’t count car loans, 
college loans, business loans, which are obvi- 
ously very important because you want the 
cost of capital for borrowing for business ex- 
pansion to be as low as possible for obvious 
economic reasons. So | think that’s very im- 
portant. 

That's one of the reasons I supported the 
Vice President when he said we ought to lock 
away the Medicare taxes the way we lock 
away the Social Security taxes. A lot of the 
surplus has, in effect, been overstated, and 
a lot of our deficits in past years were under- 
stated because the taxes from Social Security 
and Medicare were producing more money 
than we were spending every year, as all of 
you know, and we used to talk about around 
here all the time. 

So now we said, 


“Okay, we're not going 


to spend the Social Security tax money. 
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when it comes in to 
pay the debt down.” And that’s what I think 
we ought to do with Medicare. Now, in addi- 
tion to that we have a big 
wing crisis ought to take 
the interest savings from debt reduction by 
that didn’t do be- 
fore—and put it into Social Security and 
Medicare, and if you did that, you could take 


Were going to use 


because I think 
believe that we 


, , 
doing something we 


them on out bevond the life of the baby 
boom generation 
And by the way—let’s get to the num- 


bers—that’s about 20 percent ol the pro- 
jected surplus. It’s about $400 billion of the 
$1.9 trillion projected on-budget surplus. So 
its a great hedge money doesn’t 
Now to do that, 
think we've got a great opportunity to de- 


in case the 


show up once we agree 


to spend the rest of 


should be on tax cuts or invest- 


a nation how 
it, whether it 
ment, or what the mix should be 
The budget 
significant 
health care 


cide as 


presented for this year has 
education 
research and development, and 
defense and foreign policy and the environ- 
ment, especially meeting the challenge of cli- 
But it also provides targeted 
tax relief for long-term care 


lege 


new investments in 


mate change 
child care, col- 
tuition, retirement savings, and easing 
the marriage penalty. But the main thing is, 
it leaves $500 billion in a fund for 
future that 
unencumbered for the 


the next Congress. 


America’s 

comple tely 
President and 
I think it would 
not be responsible for me to propose how 


would be 
next 
Because 


o spend all that money—if anybody cares 
ate. my opinion is, it'll be worth that and 
a quarter will get you half a soda pop after 
next year, but I will be glad to give it. But 
I don’t think it would be responsible to pro- 
pose it. So I’ve decided to just leave it there. 

But I’m very concerned 
we're moving in Congress 


about the way 
And I just want 
to point out, the congressional majority, with 
some support from Members of my party, 
as well, has taken a sort of an incremental 
approach to this, starting with tax cuts. Now, 
none of the tax cuts proposed individually 
would bust the budget. But if you add them 
all up and you combine that with the pro- 
posals that are out there for next year, that 
are, in effect, going to be commitments, since 
they're part of the election contract, it would 
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exhaust every dime of the projected surplus 
And I believe that would lead 
interest 


and then some. 


to a rise in rates and a slow-down 


in the economy and, ultimately, to fewer rev- 
enues over the long run and less investment 
for things like adding a prescription drug 
benefit to Medicare. I'll give you an example 
This week the Senate 
repea iling the estate tax, 
specu lation that it might pass by a veto- prool 
is the full benefit 
of the estate tax relief we provided in 1997 
has not been— 


is going to vote on 
and there is some 
majority. Now, one reason 
it was phased-in over a period 
hadn’t been felt by the tax- 
payers. We provided some ‘tax relief 
in 1997—I really didn’t think it was enough; 

think there should be but I don’t 
believe we should completely repeal it. It 
cost $100 billion in the first 10 years, in to- 
day’s terms, and $750 billion in the second 
10 years; 100 percent ot the benefits go to 
2 percent of the 


of years, so that 


estate 


more, 


American families; and only 
a small fraction of those are those that really 
need the help—the farmers, the family farm- 
ers, and the small business people. You could 
take them out altogether for much 
and do what we say we want to do. 
And | think it’s important to point out— 


less 
money 


one man I know who is a billionaire called 
me the other day and said, “Why are you 
doing this for me?” I said, “I’m not. One- 


tenth of one percent of the American people 
would get half of the benefits of the bill.” 
Now, if you’re philosophically opposed to the 
estate tax, then it’s just a matter of principle. 
But if it’s a matter of economics and you’re 
sympathetic with small businesses and family 
farmers, there is a way to get this done for 
much less money and, by the way, give more 
relief to = rs. | mean, you could argue that 
the rates are too high, because they're higher 
than the cantina income tax rates now, 
something that didn’t used to be the case. 
There are lots of options here, but repealing 
it costs a lot of money. 

So what I asked the Congress to do—and 
they also want to pass a marriage penalty re- 
lief bill. But I think for us to re peal the estate 
tax before we raise the minimum wage or 
give a tax relief to low income working fami- 
lies with lots of kids or give a tax deduction 
for college tuition or increase the child care 
credit or adopt a long-term care tax credit 
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is a huge mistake. First of all, I think it re- 
flects a wrong set of priorities, but it puts 
us on a—then people will say, “Well, we did 
that. Now we've got to do all this,” and pretty 
soon, before you know it, you've spent more 
money than you meant to, back 
in the soup again. 


and we're 


So what we need to do is get everybody 
together and figure out who wants what and 
what we can afford to do and do it in a way 
that allows us to keep the fiscal discipline, 
to stay with arithmetic. 

Now, I asked Congress to compromise 
with me. I basically said, “Let’s do a Medi- 
care prescription drug benefit for $250 bil- 
lion and a tax reduction package focused on 
the marriage penalty relief,” which is very 
important to the Republican majority, “for 
the same amount of money. Let’s set aside 
the Medicare Trust Fund money, and let’s 
just save the rest and adopt a good budget 
this year.” 

Now, this week Congress is also going to 
vote on the marriage penalty. | hope that 
they will consider this, really 
have a lot to gain here by doing this in a 
balanced way. The surpluses are there be- 

cause of fiscal discipline. And let me just say, 

one big thing that I want to thank you for, 
because a lot of you had to bear the burden 
of it, was the reduction in the 
Medicare and Medicaid. Since we made 
some changes in that—and it was growing 
at 3 times the rate of inflation when I took 
office—we’ve reduced projected Federal 
health expenditures by over half a trillion dol- 
lars and extended Medicare solvency through 
2025. 

This is something very few people know. 
About 30 percent of the improved budget 
outlook included in the midsession review— 
that is, about 30 percent of this extra trillion 
dollars in surplus that is projected—comes 
from lower spending in Medicare and Med- 
icaid, thanks to your efforts and ours to re- 
form the programs and reduce fraud and 
waste. 

So I think spending these dollars more ef- 
ficiently is good for the economy. But I also 
want to say, investing more can be good, too, 
if it’s done wisely. | recommende d that we 
put $40 billion back into these programs, be- 
cause we actually cut them more than we 


because we 
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meant to. Back when we did the Balanced 
Budget Act in "97, we agreed that this is what 
we wanted to save, and we got a list of pro- 
grams from the Congressional Budget Office 
necessary to save it, and it actually—they 
saved a lot more money than we thought. 
And it wound up putting undue burdens on 
the providers. So I think we've got to give 
a little of this money back over the next 10 
years, and I hope that you will support that. 

But we also know that there’s some other 
needs there. Children without health insur- 
ance often don’t get glasses or treatments for 
ear infections. That limits their ability to 
learn. We know that adults without health 
insurance are 50 to 70 percent more likely 
to be hospitalized for treatable conditions, 
running the cost of health care up. We know 
that seniors who can’t afford prescription 
drugs are more likely to end up in nursing 
homes, running their quality of life down and 
their health care costs up. And when that 
happens, it means the States pay Medicaid 
nursing home bills, because Medicare 
doesn’t pay the prescription drug bill in the 
first place. Now, that’s why I proposed that 
we have expansions of the health care pro- 
gram. And that’s why I set aside over $250 
billion over 10 years for this voluntary pre- 
scription drug benefit. 

If we were starting the Medicare program 
today, we'd never set it up, none of you 
would, without a drug benefit. Thirty-five 
years ago, when we started Medicare, medi- 
cine was about doctors and hospitals. Doctors 
were making house calls still, and hospitals 
weren't very expensive, and the whole thing 
was different than it is today. And the phar- 
maceutical revolutions that we’ve seen in our 
lifetime didn’t exist. 

And let me say—let me just tie this again 
to the aging of America. This Medicare pre- 
scription drug issue is a big issue today. It 
will be twice the issue in 10 years. The se- 
quencing of the human genome is the begin- 
ning of a biomedical revolution the extent 
of which we cannot imagine. I believe that 
those of you who have children who are like 
my child, in college and about to go out and 
start their lives, I think it is almost certain 
that their children, the children of people in 
college today, will be born with a life expect- 
ancy of 90 years. And keep in mind, that will 
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include those who die of violence, accident, 
ind things of that kind 

And we're going to have to just think about 
And 


able to have the kind of society 


getting older in a whole different way 
ve'll never bi 
unless we can hav 


we want e shared and equal 


benefits and access to the biomedical revolu- 
tion manifested in the development of these 
new drugs 


Now 
untary program; the prices would be set by 


what I recommended was a vol- 
competition not by Government price con- 
trols. But I think it is the only thing that will 
work if, like me 


needs it ought to have 


you believe everybody who 
access to it 

The Congress passed a bill that would set 
up a private insurance plan and basically cov- 
ered the cost of people up to 150 percent 
of the poverty line, but that’s only $12,600 
for an individual and $16,500 for a couple 
And it leaves out over half the people who 
need drugs today who can’t afford them 


And in addition to that, the health insur- 
ance companies and all of vou know they 
haven't always —_ my biggest advocates; | 


mean, we've fought about everything—but 
the health insurance companies say the thing 
won't fly, that they cannot put together insur- 
ance policies that will work that will be af- 
fordable. in one of 
the newspapers within the last 48 hours that 


said that one of our States has 


And there was an article 


a program 
like the one that the House passed, and not 
a single insurance company has offered a pol- 
icy under it, because they don’t want to par- 
ticipate in something that’s not real 

So I want to make these two points. | hope 
I can make an agreement, an honorable 
agreement, an honorable compromise—like 
the Balanced Budget Act of 97, like the Wel- 
fare Reform Act in "96—on tax relief and the 
Medicare drug program. But I think 
ought to leave a huge chunk of this money 
to the next President and the next Congress. 
And I think we ought to commit ourselves 
to saving another big chunk of it, no matter 
what. For us to commit all the projected in- 
come of the country over the next 10 years 
is a mistake. 


If I asked you, 


room, 


every one of you in this 
“What's your projected income over 
the next 10 years, and how comfortable are 


you that you’re going to have that money,’ 
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and 


got S80 percent 


and you just think about it right now 
settle 
confidence in, 


here 


on something you've 
and I asked you to come up 
right now and sign a contract commiut- 
ting every penny of your projected income 
for the next 10 y 

Now, this ought not to be 
We shouldn't do this. 


people in my party, everybody that proposes 


-ars, would you do it? 
a partisan issue 
And everybody who— 


a spending program, everybody that proposes 


a tax cut program, whatever they're 
posing, it all ought to add up, and there ought 
to be a good chunk of safety net left in there, 
because that money may or may not be there. 

And the 


| | 
do is keep this engine going, because most 


pro- 


+ 


number one thing we've got to 
Americans do most of what they do without 
direct contact with the Government, and we 
want them to be able to succeed. 

So I've that we can still 
get something good done in this last session 
lot of hope that we 
can pass the drug program. I think we ought 
to increase the health care under 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program to 
cover the parents of the CHIP kid. I think 
that we ought to make sure, that 
we don’t see,a revival of the idea of shifting 
the cost of uncompensated care to the States, 
and I think that’s what a prescription drug 
block grant would do. 


got a lot of hope 


of Congress have 


coverage 


however, 


So you all have to weigh in on this. You 
can do what you think, but you just think 
about what we could do for health care if 
we had a Medicare prescription drug pro- 
gram, if the parents of CHIP kids could buy 
into CHIP. And if people between the ages 
of 55 and 65, with a modest tax credit, could 
buy into Medicare, we could cover the 25 
percent of the uninsured people in America, 
the ones who need it most, and we could 
increase the length and quality of life of our 
seniors. So I hope we can do that 

Now, let me just say a few words about 
a couple of specific issues of concern to you. 
[ want to the ak you for the work you've done 
with the CHIP program. We've now got over 
2 million kids enrolled. I'm especially proud 
of the States that have found innovative ways 
to overcome the problems of signing kids up. 
And I always hate to mention some, for fail- 
ure of not mentioning others, but I would 
like to acknowledge, for example, that Ohio 
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has changed its system to make it easier for 
CHIP parents to mail in forms that are sim- 
pler. Indiana has actually gone out to schools 
and child care centers and had a remarkable 
amount of success in signing people up. Vir- 
tually every State has done something inno- 
vative. 

But the money is there to sign the rest 
of the kids up. There’s another 2 million or 
3 million kids we could get signed up. Some 
people in Congress think that, because it’s 
been out there and not spent, it should be 
taken away. This is another version of what 
happened when there was a proposal to take 
back billions of TANF dollars from welfare 
reform. Now, the money is the direct result 
of the success we've had in the TANF case 
of moving people from welfare to work. 
think it ought to be left with the States. 

I think States should use it to finish the 
job of welfare reform, making sure families 
don’t lose Medicaid when they leave welfare 
for work, making sure the dollars help fami- 
lies still on the rolls move into the work force. 
But welfare reform’s success, it seems to me, 
shouldn't be turned against the States. It 
should be used to make sure that people tha 
are still falling through the cracks have a 
chance to make it, as well. 

And I want to thank those of you that are 
responding to this. I mention, in particular, 
Washington State did something that I read 
about that impressed me. They found that 
they had cut a lot of families off Medicaid 
erroneously when they returned to work, and 
they actually chased them all down to sign 
them up again, individually. And that’s the 
sort of thing that I think the Congress should 
be reminded of, people in either party who 
think that this money should be taken back. 

So I hope we can do more with CHIP and 
do more with welfare reform. And I know 
one of the things you’ve been waiting for us 
to do—and Secretary Shalala has already 
mentioned this, I think—is to send out the 
guidance on applying for CHIP waivers. A 
lot of you have innovative ideas to use this 
Children’s Health Insurance Program to 
cover more people. And that guidance will 
come out before the end of the month, and 
I just want to urge you to make the most 
of it. 
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The one area in terms of social indicators 
where our country cannot claim to be better 
off today than it was 8 years ago—and the 
only one, as far as I know—is that a higher 
percentage of our people are without health 
insurance. And the only way I can figure out 
to do anything about it is to make the CHIP 
program w ork better, ultimately cover the 
parents of the CHIP kids, and do something 
about the people who are not old enough 
for Medicare but have lost their health insur- 
ance at work. 

We need more waivers, but we also will 
have to provide more resources. The Gov- 
ernors have advocated building on CHIP, a 
lot of you have. And I have strongly sup- 
ported it. My 2001 budget sets aside $110 
billion over the next 10 years for health insur- 
ance for those parents and their kids and oth- 
ers. And as I said, if we do this, we can cover 
another quarter of the uninsured people in 
America. 

Now, this doesn’t have anything to do with 
the surplus. This is in the regular budget. 
This is what I proposed in the beginning, so 
I'm not double-counting any of this money 
I just told you. And again, it’s something that 
I hope we can do in a bipartisan way. | hope 
we can pass a good education budget for you, 
in a bipartisan way. 

But I'd like to end where I began. | thank 
you for the last 8 years. I thank you for the 
role you played in turning this country 
around. I ask you to help ensure an election 
season which is positive, open, and vigorous 
about the real and honest differences, but 
devoid of the poison that has too often 
clouded the judgment of everybody involved 
in the public process. I think we can have 
that kind of an election. And it would be good 
for America. 

I ask you to help me make the most of 
this next 6 months, make the progress we 
can make but do nothing—nothing—that 
would undermine the fiscal discipline that 
got us to this remarkable dance. And if we 
can do that, I think that we will be unbeliev- 
ably well-positioned. I think the greatest days 
of this country are still ahead; I think all the 
stuff that’s s happe ned in the last 8 years is 
just a prelude. I think that what will happen 
in information technology, what will happen 
positively in globalization—I think we'll see 
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a digital bridge instead of a digital divide 
| think that all these things will happen if 
we don’t forget our fundamental responsibil- 
ities 

And I’m looking forward to observing and 
to being a responsible citizen after the next 
I will do every- 
thing I can to get everything I can done in 


6 months. And meanwhile 


the time we have remaining 

The only other thing | would say to all 
of you is, we have some Congressmen in both 
parties that are afraid if we don’t have every- 
thing left to fight about, we won't have any- 
thing left to fight about 
Now, we could pass everything | proposed 
today and still have plenty left to fight about 


ind that’s not true 


in the election 

So I ask evervbody to take a deep breath, 
be grateful for the prosperity we have, under- 
stand the enormous responsibility it puts on 
us, and let’s do what we can to make the 
most of it 

Thank you very much 


Norte: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in Presi 
dent's Hall at the Penn Stater Hotel. In his re 
marks, he referred to the following Governors 
Michael O. Leavitt of Utah, NGA chairman: Parris 
N. Glendening of Maryland, NGA vice chairman; 
Tom Tommy G 
Thompson of Wisconsin; William J. Janklow of 
South Dakota; James B. Hunt, Jr., of North Caro 
lina; Dirk Kempthome of Idaho; and George H 
Ryan of Illinois. The President also referred to 
former Secretaries of the Treasury Robert E 
Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen; TANF, Temporary As 
sistance for Needy 


Ridge of Pennsylvania 


and the Electronic 
Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act 
Public Law 106—299 


Families 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Representative Ron Klink in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
July 10, 2000 


Thank you very much. Thank you for the 
wonderful welcome. I want to thank you, 
Mayor Rendell, for agreeing to take this little 
part-time job I offered you as head of the 
party—{laughter|—and for doing it so well. 
And thank you, Mayor Street, for proving be- 
yond doubt that I was right when I came 
up here and campaigned for you. I told them 
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you were going to be a great mayor, and you 
have been. Thank you 

| thank Chaka Fattah for being here for 
Ron and for always being there for me and 
for the people of Philadelphia and for his 
truly exemplary leadership in the Congress 
One of the things that Chaka Fattah will al- 
ways be known for is getting us to adopt a 
program to put mentors into schools with 
kids, to tell that if they 
learned their lessons and took the right 


poor them early 
courses, they would be able to go to college 
would be able to have the money 


a lot for that, 


and we 
And we owe him 
and I thank him for that 

| want to thank Ron Klink for running 
Laughter| You know, | kind of identify 
he started and 


for them 


said, 
Well, nobody can win the Senate race. They 


running, everybody 


don’t have enough money. They're going to 
blah, blah, blah. It re- 


minded me when I ran for President in 1991, 


have a primary” 


only my mother and my wife thought I had 
a chance to win. [Laughter] And on the bad 
days they weren't sure. [Laughter] 

So I want to thank him for running, and 
I would like to thank his wife, Linda, for 
being here and for supporting him and for 
being great. Thank you. 

These races are tough for everybody. I'll 
tell you, now that I’m struggling to become 
a member of the Senate spouses’ club- 
(laughter|\—I'm a lot more nervous about 
Hillary's campaign than I ever was about 
mine. [Laughter] 1 mean, you're running, you 
just sort of suit up and go out and play the 


game. But otherwise, you just sit home and 


claw the walls and hope it’s working out all 
right. [Laughter] 

So I want to thank them for undertaking 
this. He has been a superb Congressman. 
We've worked together for almost 8 years 
now. Every time the interest of working fami- 
lies, the long-term interests of the ordinary 
citizen of this country were at stake, he was 
always there with me, and I’m grateful. And 
he could have stayed in the House and never 
been touched. You know, they told him, 
“Well, you represent this sort of heartland, 
old-fashioned district. You won't play in 
Philadelphia.” 

Well, one of the reasons I came here to- 
night is there is nobody in the whole wide 
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world Philadelphia has ever been better to 
than Bill Clinton, and I came to ask you to 
help Ron Klink play in Philadelphia, because 
we ve got to have you to win this race. 

I must tell you, this is somewhat awkward 
for me tonight to be here because, you know, 
tomorrow morning I'm going up to Camp 
David to start the Middle East peace talks. 
And we're going to try to agree on a resolu- 
tion of these big, thorny issues that the par- 
ties agreed, on the White House lawn in Sep- 
tember of 1993, they would come to terms 
with a good while before now. And it isn’t 
easy. 

I just got back from Penn State. I went 
over to Penn State to speak to the Governors’ 
conference—they're meeting there 
and to go to the Creamery and get my ice 
cream cone. [Laughter] Anyway, I just got 
back from there. And all these pe ople were 
saying, that I’ve known forever, saying, 
“Gosh, you look tired.” I said, “I am tired. 
I've been up studying. Give me a test on 
some piece of land anywhere in Jerusalem 
or Israel. I know the answer.” [Laughter] 
“Ask me to draw a map of the West Bank 
in my sleep. I can do it.” 

But I say that to make this point. What 
really matters in our common life, when you 
strip it all away, are things like what Ron 
an —quoting Hubert Humphrey. 

I'm glad these children are here tonight. 
What will this election mean for those who 
have most of their lives in front of them? 
Did you ever think of that? A lot of people 
who have the most influence in elections are 
those who have lived most of their lives, but 
the people that will be the most impacted 
by the decisions are those that have most of 
their lives in front of them. 

What will this election mean for the people 
who couldn’t afford to come to this fund- 
raiser tonight but get up every day and work 
their hearts out, with dignity, and do their 
very best to raise their children and do every- 
thing else they’re supposed to do, people like 
the folks that served all of you your drinks 
and helped you come in oe about 
them? What about them? | [Applause] 

In a larger sense I’m here not just because 
I like Ron Klink and I’m grateful for the sup- 
port he’s given to ev erything we've done for 
the last 8 years but because I think that this 
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election is just as important as the two in 
which I was elected and reelected President 
and to which the Vice President was elected 
and reelected Vice President. I think it’s just 
as important. And I'd just like to tell you 
three things. You only have to remember 
three things about this election, and a few 
odd details. : 

Number one, it really is a big election, for 
President, for Senator, for Congressman. 
Why? Because how a nation deals with its 
prosperity is just as stern a test of its judg- 
ment, its values, and its character as how a 
nation deals with adversity. 

I mean, when I ran for President in "92, 
the economy was in the dumps; the deficit 
was exploding; crime was going up; welfare 
was going up; social divisions and political 
paralysis were getting worse. You didn’t have 
to be a rocket scientist to figure out we ought 
to change something. 

But now everything is going in the right 
direction. We've got over 22 million new 
jobs, the lowest unemployment rate in more 
than three decades, the lowest crime rate in 
three decades, the lowest welfare rolls in 32 
years—half the size they were when I took 
office—the longest economic expansion in 
history, the lowest minority unemployment 
rate ever recorded, highest homeownerships 
ever. So what are we going to do with this? 

Here’s the point. Think about these kids. 
There's not a person in this room tonight, 
not one over 30, who cannot remember one 
time in your life when you made a mistake, 
not because things were going so poorly but 
because things were going so well you 
thought there was no penalty for your failure 
to concentrate. That is what this election is 
all about. This is a huge deal. We may never 
in our lifetime, ever, get the chance we have 
today to build the future of our dreams for 
our children. That's the first point. 

The second point I want you to know is, 
there are real and honest differences. And 
I hope and pray for my country’s sake that 
we can have an old-fashioned election. I wish 
it could be like the old Lincoln-Douglas de- 
bates. | wish Governor Bush and Vice Presi- 
dent Gore could get in a caravan and just 
go around the country and have debates— 
have 8 or 10 or 20 or 30. I wish that we 
could have it in the Senate races. 
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And this is an election where we don’t have 
to have the kind of things coming out of the 
candidates, and unfortunately, out of other 
quarters in our society—we've had too much 
the last 20 years where people are afraid the 
only way they can win is to convince the vot- 
ers that their opponent is just one notch 
above a car thief. We'd just talk about where 
the differences are, and let the folks decide. 
And we don’t have to assume there’s some- 
thing wrong with our opponents. We say, 

“¥ he »y're good people. They really do believe 
this, and I really do believe that, and you 
decide.” So there are real differences—im- 
portant election; real differences. 

Here’s the third thing you need to know. 
Only the Democrats want you to know what 
the differences are. What does that tell you 
about who you ought to vote for? [Laughter] 

Now, I see it all over the country, in cam- 
paign after campaign after campaign, where 
our guys just want to talk about, “Here's 
where I stand, here’s where my opponent 
stands. Here’s how he voted; here’s how | 
would have voted. Here’s what the position 
is on the issues current, here’s what their po- 
sition is on the issues.” And the other guys, 
they complain about a negative campaign. 
And then they go out and say bad things 
about our side, personally, something wrong 
with our people, personally. But if you just 
tell the voters, if you give them information 
about how they voted, is that a negative cam- 
paign? Beats anything I ever saw. 

But I’m just telling you that’s why it’s so 
important for you to be here. You are giving 
Ron Klink the ammunition he needs to get 
the evidence out there. 

And look, we don’t disagree on everything. 
I’m working with the Speaker of the House, 
and I hope we can pass it in the Senate, pass 
this new markets legislation that I think will 
have overwhelming bipartisan support to 
bring more economic opportunity to poor 
areas. We voted virtually unanimously to lift 
the earnings limit on Social Security. So there 
are lots of things that we still can do, that 
we don’t disagree. 

But let me just tell you that the areas of 
disagreement that are real and honest are 
profoundly important. I'll just give you a cou- 
ple of examples—and Ron alluded to them. 
Let’s talk about people in the twilight of life, 
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first. We believe, now that we've got this big 
surplus, that one thing we ought to do is to 
give a Medicare prescription drug benefit— 
voluntary—for all seniors who need it, make 
it affordable. That’s what we believe. 

And when we say that we're for it and 
they're not, they have now all been condi- 
there was a survey the other day that 
said they had hired a pollster to give them 
words and phrases to convince you that 
they're for something they're against. In fact, 
they actually owned up. They didn’t even 
deny it. It was in the press the other day. 
And they act ve ry wounded. They said, * ‘Oh, 
how could they say that about me?” [Laugh- 
ter] “I am for a Medicare prescription drug 
benefit,” or, “I’m for a prescription drug ben- 
efit for seniors.” That’s what they say. 

Well, they are. But their plan is a private 
insurance plan that even the health insurance 
companies say nobody will buy because it 
won't be affordable. A couple of days ago 
the press reported that Nevada had actually 
adopted a plan exactly like the one the Re- 
publicans are advocating, and now it’s been 
several months, and there is not a single in- 
surance company offering this drug insur- 
ance because they know they can’t offer it 
to the people who need it at a price they 
can afford to pay. 

Now, look, we've never had a surplus like 
this before. And if we were starting Medicare 
today, instead of 35 years ago, we'd never 
think about having a program for seniors if 
it didn’t cover drugs in it. The average person 
who lives to be 65 has got a life expectancy 
of 82 years. The prescription drugs keep peo- 
ple out of the hospital; they lengthen their 
lives; they make them richer. This is a big 
deal. You have people every single week 
—_ between food and medicine. 

» I say to you, this is a profound dif- 
Nbr And I believe we're right. And they 
say, “It’s not worth it. We’re worried about 
the cost”—I'll come to this later. They say, 
“We're worried about the cost of this. We 
don’t want to spend ail this money here. So 
that’s why we just want to help a few people. 
We want to help people up to 150 percent 
of the poverty line.” That sounds reasonable, 
doesn’t it? You know what that is? That’s an 
income of $12,600 for a senior citizen, and 
$16,600 for a couple. There are lots of seniors 
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in this country who spend that much every 


year on drugs. This is a big deal. This is not 


rhetoric or hot air. They have differences of 


opinion. The truth is, that’s not one of their 
big priorities. They'd rather spend the money 
on neeneiiien else, and they ought to just say 
that and let you decide. 

Or, take the Patients’ Bill of Rights. We're 
for a Patients’ Bill of Rights, and we do have 
some Republicans who are for it, and we ap- 
preciate that. The bill that passed the House 
of Representatives says everybody in an 
HMO anywhere in the country has got a right 
to see a specialist when they need to see the 
specialist, that you cannot be forced to give 
up your doctor in the middle of a treatment 
even if you change employers. For example, 
if you have cancer and you're taking chemo 
or if you’re a young, pregnant woman and 
you're about to have a baby, just because you 
change employers, you can’t be forced to give 
up your doctor. 

And if you get in an accident in Philadel- 
phia, you ‘don’t have to go all the way across 
town. You can stop at the nearest hospital 
emergency room without a financial penalty. 
And if you get hurt by a bad decision, you 
have a right to redress, in other words, to 
enforce the Patients’ Bill of Rights. That’s 
our position. 

Now, this is a big deal. I don’t know how 
many people I’ve talked to in the last 2 years 
in the health care system who told me horror 
story after horror story after horror story. | 
was with a man just the other day, in the 
State of Missouri, who introduced me, a male 
emergency room nurse. This guy was amaz- 
ing. He was about 6 feet tall, weighed about 
230, looks like he could bench-press me on 
a cold day. [Laughter] I could just imagine 
him just yanking the doors off cars to rescue 
en wef and stuff. And he told a story about 
osing a patient, that he had to go by two 
hospital emergency rooms to get to the one 
that was covered by the plan. This is a big 
deal. Now, in the Senate, the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights failed by one vote, 51 to 49. If it 
had been 50-50, the Vice President could 
have voted, and as he says, whenever he 
votes, we always win. [: Applause] Thank you. 

Now, this is a big deal, folks. Think about 
how you'd feel if it was somebody that you 
loved. How would you feel if you walked out 
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of this hotel and—God forbid-—got hit by a 
car? Would you want the ambulance ve 
around looking for the approved hospital, o 
would you want them to go to the quic one 
one? How would you like to know that you 
could be docked because you didn’t call for 
permission? How are these people supposed 
to call when they get hit? What if they get 
knocked unconscious? Did you ever make a 
phone call with three broken ribs? [Laugh- 
ter] | know you're laughing at this, but I’m 
very serious. This happens every day. 

So their side has a bill which leaves out 
100 million Americans and doesn’t give you 
a right to redress and actually weakens some 
States’ patients’ bill of rights. And we have 
the one that a couple of hundred medical 
professionals have endorsed, all of these 
groups, health care groups. So when we say 
we're for the Patients’ Bill of Rights and our 
opponents aren't, they look very wounded 
and they say, “But we're for a Patients’ Bill 
of Rights.” The operative word is “a.” And 
there is a lot of difference between “‘a” and 
“the,” more than two letters let me tell you. 

So what you have to do to help Ron Klink, 
and all you have to do, is to say, “We don't 
have anything bad to say about the person 
of his opponent. They honestly differ. He’s 
for the Patients’ Bill of Rights, and his oppo- 
nent isn’t. And if he changed his vote, we'd 
have it today—today—that one vote. One 
hundred million Americans, their livelihood 
and maybe their very lives riding on a vote 
just cast in the United States Senate—one 
vote. If he had been there, we'd have the 
Patients’ Bill of Rights.” 

Like I said, I'll give you just one more ex- 
ample, because | know I'm preaching to the 
saved here, but you've got to think of things 
you're going to say to other people. I'll give 
you one more example. 

It seems to me that one of the most impor- 
tant things the next administration and the 
next Congress have to deal with is how to 
keep what is already the longest economic 
expansion in the history of the country going, 
and how to extend it to people in places that 
still aren’t fully ~articipating in this pros- 
perity. How are we going to keep this thing 
going? 
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Well, I believe that what we ought to do 
is invest in what we know works, in edu- 
cation, in science and technology and the en- 
ergy future of the country. You ought to take 
care of the baby boom generation. That is, 
we ought to make sure that when all of us 
retire, Social Security and Medicare are safe 
so we don’t bankrupt our kids and our 
grandkids. We ought to have a tax cut, but 
it ought to be one we can afford. It ought 
to be targeted toward long-term care, child 
care, retirement savings, savings for a college 
education, giving pe ople incentives to invest 
in these poor areas of our country. That's 
what I think. But we've got to save back 
enough money to keep paying the debt down. 

Now, why should the progressive party, 
the Democratic Party, be for getting the 
country out of debt? Under our plan, you 
get out of debt in 12 years, the first time 
since 1835. Why should we be for that? Well, 
why are we all standing here? How could 
you afford a ticket tonight? Because we've 
got the longest economic expansion in his- 
tory. And when you drive interest rates down 
and people can borrow money, they buy 
more cars; they buy more homes; they fi- 
nance more college educations; they start 
more businesses; they expand more busi- 
nesses; they cre ate more jobs; and they raise 
more wages. That's why. The most progres- 
sive thing we can do for ordinary people is 
to keep this economy going, and that’s why 
we are for doing this whole thing in a way 
that enables us to keep paying down the debt. 


Let me just give you one little statistic. If 


we pay down the debt and we keep interest 
rates just one percent lower than they other- 
wise would have been, just one percent, that 
amounts to $250 billion in lower mortgage 
payments for the American people over the 
next 10 years. It’s the same thing as a $250 
billion tax cut. 

Now, that’s what I think. That’s where we 
are. That’s one reason why I want Ron Klink 
to be there, because the progressive party 
has become the fiscally conservative party. 
And I don’t think that’s bad: I think that’s 
progressive. In a global economy where peo- 
ple put their money anywhere they want, 
we've got to get the money here, at prices 
people can afford. 
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Now, what is their policy? Their policy is 
to say, “We've got this huge surplus. It’s your 
money. We're going to give it back to you.’ 
Now, that sounds better than what I just said 
And I could say it in 3 seconds, right? It’s 
got to be a political winner. [Laughter] 

Here’s the problem. By the time you take 
their proposed tax cut, which includes 100 
percent doing away with the estate tax—and 
I think it ought to be changed, by the way; 
I think it’s too onerous on people—but they 
want to get rid of 100 percent of it, and that’s 
$100 billion over 10 years, and $50 billion 
goes to one-tenth of one percent of the popu- 
lation. 

A friend of mine who is now a billionaire 
called me last week and said, “What are you 
guys doing in Washington? | don't need— 
why are you doing this?” He said, “Raise the 
minimum wage. Give people a child care tax 
credit. Why are you cutting my taxes?” It was 
very interesting. 

But look, that’s just part of it. It does need 
to be changed for small businesses and farms. 
We ought to change it some. But it doesn’t 
have to be done away with. 

But here’s the main point I want you to 
know. When you pay for all their tax cuts 
and their privatization of Social Security, it 
costs a lot of money. That is, if you let people 
keep their own payroll taxes and invest it 
and—you've still got to pay for all the retirees 
and you've got to get the money from some- 
where, right? So when you just pay for all 
their tax cuts and the privatization of Social 
Security, before they keep any of their other 
spending promises, you've already spent the 
entire projected surplus. 

Now, let me just say that, projected. All 
the people that talk about how big the sur- 
plus is—the only surplus you really know 
about is this year’s, $211 billion; and when 
I leave office, we'll have had 3 years in a 
row, and we'll have paid off $400 billion of 
the national debt. Everything else is 
projected. That’s the important word, “pro- 
jected.” 

Now I want to ask you all a question. Don’t 
answer it, just think. Think. What is your— 
the people working here and the people that 
showed up for the fundraiser—everybody 
think—what is your projected income over 
the next 10 years? That is, what do you think 
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it will be? And I want you to think just for 
20 seconds, and I want you to arrive at a 
figure that you have 80 percent confidence 
in; I mean, you're just sure over the next 10 
years you'll make at least this much. Now, 
you think about it. 

Okay, now, if I asked you to come up here 
right now and sign a contract spe nding every 
last penny of your pang income for the 
next 10 years, would you do it? [Laughter] 
Now, if you would, you should vote for the 
incumbent Senator. But if you wouldn't, you 
better vote for Ron Klink and keep this econ- 
omy going. 

I could go on and on, but you get the pic- 
ture. The Patients’ Bill of Rights, the Medi- 

care drugs, the paying down the debt, and 

there are lots and lots of other issues. Sen- 
ators cast a lot of votes, or they decide not 
to cast votes. Just in the last year, the Repub- 
lican majority on the party- -line vote defeated 
an African-American judge from Missouri | 
nominated for the Federal court. They said 
he wasn’t qualified; he was too liberal. He 
was the only African-American ever to serve 
on the State Supreme Court of Missouri. He 
had the highest recommendations from the 
American Bar Association. But the way they 
figured it, he wasn’t qualified. If Ron Klink 
had been in the Senate, there would have 
been one less vote against that African-Amer- 
ican judge and one more vote for one Amer- 
ica. 

| appointed a Hispanic man from Texas 
who grew up in a poor community in E] Paso, 
a poor neighborhood, went to Harvard, grad- 
uated summa cum laude. The judges in west 
Texas said he’s one of the best three best 
lawyers in west Texas. He got the highest 
recommendation from the American Bar As- 
sociation. The Republican Senators from 
Texas, they won’t even give him a hearing. 
They say he’s not qualified. And when they 
say “not qualified,” what they mean is, he’s 
not rightwing enough for me, not part of my 
America. And the leader of the Republican 
Party in Texas—and you all know who he 
is—|{laughter|—total silence while this man 
is Pear even the dignity of a hearing. 

Now, why did they not want to give him 
a hearing? Because they don’t want him on 
the court, but they don’t want you to know 
they don’t want him on the court. And they 
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want it to just go away. It’s a big deal, a vote 
in the Senate. It’s a big deal. 

I'll say something else. You all clapped 
when I mentioned the people, the people 
that work in this hotel, their kids ought to 
have a chance to go out and be Federal 
judges or Senators or Presidents. 

So I came here because Philadelphia has 
been good to me. You've never been better 
to anybody than you've been to me and the 
Vice President. We’re grateful. But these 
Senate seats are real important. And you've 
got a guy that comes out of a part of this 
State and has ties to people that give him 
a chance to win this race. It’s very difficult 
to beat a well-funded incumbent. He’s got 
a chance to win it, and he’s worth fighting 
for. 

If you want to keep the prosperity going, 
if you want to extend it to people left behind, 
if you want to take more children out of pov- 
erty and give more children a world-class 
education, if you want our seniors to have 
a Medicare drug program, if you want people 
in managed care programs to be protected, 
if you want to know that everybody will get 
fair consideration and everybody can be rep- 
resented on our courts and other parts of our 
national life, we really can build one America; 
it’s a big deal who you send to the Senate. 
And I hope you'll send Ron Klink. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:45 p.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom at the Warwick Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Edward G. Rendell, general 
chair, Democratic National Committee; Mayor 
John F. Street of Philadelphia; Gov. George W. 
Bush of Texas; Doug Bouldin, family nurse practi- 
tioner; and judicial nominees Ronnie L. White of 
Missouri and Enrique Moreno of Texas. Rep- 
resentative Klink is a candidate for the U.S. Sen- 
ate in Pennsylvania. 


Remarks on Departure for Camp 
David, Maryland, and an Exchange 
With Reporters 


July 11, 2000 


Middle East Peace Summit 


The President. Good morning. As all of 
you know, I am now leaving for Camp David 
to join Prime Minister Barak and Chairman 
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Arafat in their effort to reach agreement on 
the core issues that have divided Israelis and 
Palestinians for half a century now. 

The two leaders face profound and 
wrenching questions, and there can be no 
success without principled compromise. The 
road to peace, as always, is a two-way street. 
Both leaders feel the weight of history, but 
both, I believe, recognize this is a moment 
in history which they can seize. We have an 
opportunity to bring about a just and endur- 
ing end to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
That is the key to lasting peace in the entire 
Middle East. Of course, there is no guarantee 
of success, but not to try is to guarantee fail- 
ure. 

The path ahead builds on the journey al- 
ready taken from the first Camp David sum- 
mit to Madrid to Oslo to the first handshake 
on the lawn between Prime Minister Rabin 
and Chairman Arafat to the peace between 
Israel and Jordan and the agreement at Wye 
River. The parties have proven that peace 
is possible when they are determined to 
make it. 

In the process, they have passed the point 
of no return. The only way forward now is 
forward. Both sides must find a way to re- 
solve competing claims, to give their children 
the gift of peace. It will take patience and 
creativity and courage. But Prime Minister 
Barak and Chairman Arafat have those quali- 
ties, or they would not have come this far. 
They will also have the unstinting and un- 
equivocal support of the United States. 

I'll do everything I can over the coming 
days to see that this moment of promise is 
fulfilled. And I hope that those leaders will 
have the thoughts and prayers and support 
of all Americans. 

Thank you very much. 


Israeli Knesset Vote 

Q. Mr. President, having barely survived 
the no confidence vote, does Prime Minister 
Barak come here with a handicap? Can he 
negotiate with the full weight of the Knesset 
and the Israeli people behind him? 

The President. First of all, I'll say what 
I said yesterday. The polls show, in Israel, 
that well over half the people support his 
coming here and believe he ought to work 
for peace. Secondly, he has promised to put 


July 11 / Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


whatever agreement is reached here, if an 
agreement is reached, to a vote of the people. 
So they have nothing to lose. They'll have 
final say anyway. There ought to be 100 per- 
cent support for his coming here, because 
the people will be the ultimate deciders on 
the question. So I think that that is fine. And 
yes, he had an eight-vote margin yesterday; 
I would remind you that on most of the days 
when Yitzhak Rabin came here, he had a 
one-vote margin in the Knesset. 

So I think we're in as good a shape as we're 
ever going to get, and we might as well just 
go to work. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Ehud Barak of 
Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales- 
tinian Authority. A portion of these remarks could 
not be verified because the tape was incomplete. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority 
and Prime Minister Ehud Barak of 
Israel at Camp David 


July 11, 2000 


Middle East Peace Summit 


Q. Mr. President, how is it going, Mr. 
President? 

Q. How long is it going to take, Mr. 
President? 

The President. We pledged to each other 
we would answer no questions and offer no 
comment, and Id like to set a good example. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Can you resist us, sir? 

The President. It’s difficult to resist, but 
I will make it—today, at least. 

Q. Is that the only agreement you have 
reached so far? [Laughter] 

The President. That would be answering 
a question. [Laughter] 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The exchange began at 2:25 p.m. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 
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Statement on Environmental 
Protection Agency Action To 
Strengthen Water Quality 
Protections 


July 11, 2000 


Today's action by the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency to strengthen water quality 
protections nationwide is a critical, common- 
sense step to ensure clean, safe water for all 
Americans. While we have made tremendous 
progress over the past quarter-century, too 
many of our rivers, lakes, and bays are still 
too polluted for fishing or swimming. With 
the new strategy we launch today, we will 
work in close partnership with States and 
communities to tackle our remaining pollu- 
tion threats and complete the job of cleaning 
up America’s precious waterways. 


Memorandum on the Proposed 
Turkey-United States Agreement on 
the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 


July 7, 2000 


Presidential Determination No. 2000-26 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Energy 


Subject: Determination on the Proposed 
Agreement for Cooperation Between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses of 
Nuclear Energy 


I have considered the proposed Agree- 
ment for Cooperation Between the United 
States of America and the Republic of 
Turkey Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy, along with the views, recommenda- 
tions, and statements of the interested agen- 
cies. 

I have determined that the performance 
of the Agreement will promote, and will not 
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com- 
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec- 
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), I hereby 
approve the proposed Agreement and au- 
thorize you to arrange for its execution. 
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The Secretary of State is authorized to 
publish this determination in the Federal 
Register. 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on July 12, and it will 
be published in the Federal Register on July 18. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Haiti 
July 11, 2000 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Pursuant to section 559(b) of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 2000 (Public 
Law 106-113), 1 hereby transmit to you a 
report concerning the status of Haiti’s 
progress. 

The report contains eight subsections, that 
provide information required by section 
559(b) of the Act, to the extent that such 
information is available. These subsections 
address: 

e Governmental Institutions Envisioned 

in the 1987 Haitian Constitution; 

e Privatization of Haiti’s Major Public En- 
tities; 

e Efforts to Re-sign the Lapsed Bilateral 
Repatriation Agreement, and Coopera- 
tion in Halting Illegal Migration; 

e Investigations and Prosecution of 
Extrajudicial and Political Killings, and 
Cooperation with the United States in 
Such Investigation; 

e Removal and Maintenance of Separa- 
tion of Human Rights Violators from 
Haitian Public Security Entities or 
Units; 

e Ratification of the 1997 Maritime 
Counter-Narcotics Agreement; 

¢ Development of Haiti's Domestic Ca- 
pacity to Conduct Free, Fair, Demo- 
cratic, and Administratively Sound 
Elections; and 

e Demonstrated Commitment of Haiti’s 
Minister of Justice to the Profes- 
sionalism of the Judiciary, and Progress 
Toward Judicial Branch Independence. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Clinton 
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Norte: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms, 
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, Ted Stevens, chairman, Senate Committee 
on Appropriations, Benjamin A. Gilman, chair- 
man, House Committee on International Rela- 
tions, and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, House 
Committee on Appropriations. This letter was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on July 
12 


Statement on the Accident 
in the Philippines 


July 12, 2000 


I was deeply saddened to learn of the lives 
lost and families devastated by the terrible 
incident that took place on the outskirts of 
Manila. On behalf of the American people, 
I extend my deepest sympathies to all those 
who have suffered losses and injuries. Our 
thoughts and prayers also go out to those who 
are still waiting to hear word about friends 
and family members still missing. 


Note: On July 11, debris from the collapse of 
the Payatas garbage dump killed more than 100 
area residents. 


Statement on Proposed Medicare 
Prescription Drug Benefit 
Legislation 

July 12, 2000 


Thirty-five years ago this month, F resident 
Johnson enacted the Medicare program into 
law. The program has proven to be a remark- 
able success, providing basic health care serv- 
ices to tens of millions of older Americans 
and people with disabilities. Since its enact- 
ment, there has been a decrease of over 60 
percent in elderly poverty and Americans 
over 65 now have the highest life expectancy 
of seniors anywhere in the world. 

I am particularly proud of my administra- 
tion’s stewardship of the Medicare program. 
When I came into office, Medicare was pro- 
jected to become insolvent in 1999. Our suc- 
cess in keeping overall and health care infla- 
tion low, combating fraud, waste, and abuse, 
and making the Medicare program more 
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competitive and efficient has resulted in the 
strongest Medicare Trust Fund solvency in 
a quarter century. We have extended the life 
of the Trust Fund to 2025 and Medicare pre- 
miums are nearly 20 percent lower today 
than projected in 1993. We have also mod- 
ernized the program to cover preventive 
services and coverage for clinical trials. 


We need to build on our successful 
management of the Medicare program and 
prepare it for the inevitable health and 
demographic challenges it faces in the 21st 
century. No one would create a Medicare 
program today without a prescription drug 
benefit. With the announcement of the com- 
pletion of the human genome and the revolu- 
tionary impact it will have on the diagnosis, 
prevention, and treatment of most, if not all, 
human disease, the importance of pharma- 
ceuticals as a clinical tool will only increase. 

That is why I have proposed a comprehen- 
sive plan that would take the Medicare Trust 
Fund off budget, extend the life of the Trust 
Fund to at least 2030, make the program 
more efficient, provide for increased health 
care provider payments, and modernize it to 
include a long overdue Medicare prescrip- 
tion drug benefit option. This benefit would 
be available and affordable to all bene- 
ficiaries, no matter where they live or how 
sick they are. 


I am pleased that there is growing momen- 
tum on Capitol Hill to provide a real Medi- 
care prescription drug benefit, not a flawed 
insurance model. Because we have managed 
the program so efficiently, due to the leader- 
ship of the longest serving Secretary of 
Health and Human Services in_ history, 
Donna Shalala, we can use our success in 
reducing the cost of the program and reinvest 
the savings to help finance a meaningful 
Medicare prescription drug benefit. I urge 
the Congress to work together in a bipartisan 
fashion to meet the challenges this program 
faces, and to ensure that it continues to pro- 
vide the critically important insurance cov- 
erage for the 39 million seniors and people 
with disabilities the program serves. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives on the Proposed 
“Hate Crimes Prevention Act” 

July 12, 2000 


Dear Mr. Speaker: 

I write to urge you to bring the Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act (HCPA) to the floor 
for a vote before the August recess. Last 
month, the Senate, in a strong bipartisan 
showing, voted overwhelmingly to pass this 
legislation that would strengthen federal hate 
crimes law. As the Senate vote demonstrates, 
passing hate crimes legislation is not a par- 
tisan issue. It is a national concern requiring 
a national response. Now it is time for the 
House to do its part to ensure that strong 
hate crimes legislation becomes law this year. 

Since this legislation was introduced in 
November 1997, our country has witnessed 
countless acts of bigotry and hatred. In June 
1998, James Byrd, Jr., an African-American 
man, was brutally dragged to his death. In 
October of that year, Mathew Shepard, a gay 
college student, died after being beaten and 
tied to a fence. In July 1999, Benjamin Smith 
went on a racially motivated shooting spree 
in Illinois and Indiana. At the end of this 
hate-fueled rampage, Ricky Byrdsong, an Af- 
rican-American who was former basketball 
coach at Northwestern University, and Won- 
Joon Yoon, a Korean graduate student at 
Indiana University, were killed, and eight 
others were wounded. In August 1999, Jo- 
seph Ileto, a native of the Philippines and 
U.S. postal worker, died at the hands of a 
gunman in Los Angeles. This same gunman 
also injured five persons, including three 
children, at a Jewish community center. Fi- 
nally, this year there were two killing ram- 
pages in Pennsylvania. In March, an African- 
American man shot and killed three white 
men. In April, another man murdered an Af- 
rican-American man, a Jewish woman, two 
Asian-American men, and an Indian man. 
We must take action now to stop these acts 
of violence. 

This legislation is absolutely necessary be- 
cause hate crimes are fundament: ally dif- 
ferent from other crimes. Victims are tar- 
geted simply because of who they are— 
whether it is race, color, religion, sexual ori- 
entation, disability, or gender. These acts of 
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violence affect entire communities, not just 
the individual victims. This legislation would 
provide more tools to State and local law en- 
forcement to investigate and prosecute hate 
crimes. It would also expand protection to 
include hate crimes based on sexual orienta- 
tion, gender, or disability. 

I ask the House of Representatives to fol- 
low the bipartisan example of the Senate by 
passing hate crimes legislation before the Au- 
gust recess. We must send a message that 
hate crimes will not be tolerated, and that 
one more hate crime is one too many. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter 


Remarks to the NAACP National 
Convention in Baltimore, Maryland 
July 13, 2000 


Well, let me say it’s good to see you. Thank 
you for making me feel so welcome. Thank 
you, Julian; thank you, Kweisi. Thank you, 
Myrlie Evers-Williams, Ben Hooks, Elaine 
Jones, the whole board. Thank you, Wendell 
Anthony, for letting me come to Detroit to 
the biggest dinner in the history of the world. 

I know I had dinner with Wendell in De- 
troit with over 10,000 people, because he 
told me so, but I couldn't even see the people 
at the other head table, it was so big. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Thank you, Mayor O'Malley, for wel- 
coming us to Baltimore and for being such 
a great leader. Thank you, Representative 
E lijah Cummings, for representing Balti- 
more so well. And thank you, Mayor John 
Street, for representing Philadelphia so well 
and making it true to the Founders’ dreams. 

I have, I know, oh, a dozen or more mem- 
bers of the White House staff here, but | 
would like to mention a few: Thurgood 
Marshall, Jr., whose father was a native of 
Baltimore; my chief speechwriter, Terry Ed- 
monds, a Baltimore native. I thank Mark 
Lindsay; Mary Beth Cahill; Ben Johnson, 


who runs our One America office: my polit- 
ical director, Minyon Moore; Janis Kearney; 
Broderick Johnson, a 


Baltimore native; 
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Orson Porter: and we have at least another 
half a dozen folks who are here because they 
wanted to be here with you today. 

This has been a remarkable week for 
African-Americans. Venus Williams became 
the first African-American woman since Al- 
thea Gibson to win the 
remarkable 
the mysteries of the church, Baltimore’s own 
Dr. Vashti McKenzie became the first 
woman bishop in the history of the A.M.E. 
church. 


Vimbledon. Perhaps 


even more for those who know 


And you have had an amazing conference. 
I’m really glad Governor Bush came. [Laugh- 
ter] I am. But I thought the other fellow gave 
a better speech. [Laughter] And I liked espe- 
cially the speech that that Senate candidate 
from New York gave. I caught that one on 
Tuesday. 

I want to tell you, I’m very proud, as we 
look back on the last 7'% years of all the work 
that my wife has done, not just for those but 
for 30 years for children, for 
education, for health care 


families, for 
But as First Lady, 
she has done so much to increase adoption 
and improve foster care, to increase the ac- 
cess to children to health care and to early 
education. And one thing that ought to be 
of particular importance to the African- 
American community—for the celebration of 
the millennium, she started—she had this 
theme, we were going to honor the past and 
imagine the future. And part of honoring the 
past was setting aside millennial treasures, a 
lot of which are important landmarks of the 
civil rights movement, Abraham Lincoln’s 
summer home at the Old Soldiers’ Home, 
Harriet Tubman’s cottage up in New York, 
a lot of other places. 

And the head of the National Historic 
Preservation Trust came up to me the other 
day when we were protecting Mr. Lincoln’s 
home, and he said, “Mr. President, I want 
you to know that your wife came up with 
this idea of the millennial treasures. It has 
now raised $100 million in public/private 
money. It’s the biggest historic preservation 
movement in the history of the United States 
of America.” So I’m very proud of her for 
that. 

Now, as all of you know, I came here from 
Camp David this morning, where we are 
meeting with the Israelis and the Palestinians 
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in an effort to resolve the profound dif- 
ferences that have kept the people of the 
Middle East apart for a very long time. | 
know that in our quest for a full, fair, and 
final peace—which Dr. King reminded us is 
more than the absence of war, but the pres- 
ence of justice and brotherhood and genuine 
reconciliation—I know we will have your 
prayers and your best wishes. 

But I had to come to Baltimore today, be- 
cause you embody the spirit of free >dom and 
reconciliation we’re trying to c apture there, 
that we need so badly in our talks; a spirit 
that is woven into the fabric of American life 
because of the contributions of African- 
Americans from W.E.B. Du Bois to Rosa to 
Thurgood to Martin to Daisy Bates, Coretta, 
Medgar, Malcolm, to Jesse and John Lewis 
and Julian and Kweisi. 

One of the greatest days of my Presidency 
was last March, on the 35th anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday, when I was honored to walk 
with many people in this room across the 
Pettus Bridge in Selma. I said then some- 
thing I'd like to repeat today, that as a son 
of the South, the brave souls who marched 
across that bridge 35 years ago set me free, 
too. It is important to know that eve ry move- 
ment for human rights in this country is 
about even more than gaining equal oppor- 
tunity and equal rights and decent justice for 
the oppressed. It is also about forgiveness 
and healing, about letting go and moving on, 
about giving our children a better tomorrow. 

So I wanted to be here especially during 
these peace talks to draw strength from you 
= take the spirit of the NAACP back to 

Camp David. And I wanted to come here 
one last time to say thank you, a simple but 
deep thank you for your support, your pray- 
ers, your frie ndship over all these years, for 
all that we have done to turn America around 
and bring America closer together. 

Eight years ago this week an't believe 
it—8 years ago this week, at your national 
conference in Nashville, I was the Governor 
of Arkansas, the apparent nominee of the 
Democratic Party. And I brought my choice 
for Vice President, Senator Al Gore, to the 
NAACP convention. Rather, | accepted Ben 
Hooks’ mandatory invitation to appear. 
[Laughter] 
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And I pledged then—and I want to quote 
it exactly, I don’t want to miss a word—I 
pledged you, “an administration that looks 
like America, one that knows the promise 
and the pain of this country, one that will 
rebuild, reunite, and renew the American 
spirit.” I think together we have honored that 
pledge. [Applause] Thank you. 

The American dream is real to more 
Americans than it was 7/2 years ago. And 
we are more nearly one America than we 
were 7'/ years ago with: 22 million new jobs; 
the lowest unemployment and welfare rolls 
in 30 years; the lowest crime rates in 25 years; 
the lowest child poverty in 20 years; the low- 
est minority unemployme nt rates ever re- 
corded; the lowest female une mployment 
rates in 40 years; the highest homeownership 
in history; the longest economic expansion 
in history. We have more opportunity than 
we did 7' years ago. 

And pe rhaps equally important, our social 
fabric is on the mend. The family and med- 
ical leave law, the first bill I signed, vetoed 
in the previous administration, has allowed 
over 20 million Americans to take a little time 
off when a baby was born or a parent was 
sick, without losing their jobs, and it’s been 
good for the economy, not bad for the econ- 
omy. 

For the first time ever, 90 percent of our 
children are immunized against serious child- 
hood diseases. Our food is safer. Our air is 
cleaner. Our water is purer. More land has 
been protected for all time to come for 
Americans to enjoy; 150,000 young Ameri- 
cans have served in communities in every 
State in this country in AmeriCorps. The 
high school graduation rate of African- 
Americans is virtually equal with that of the 
white majority for the first time in the history 
of the United States of America. And all over 
the country I have seen schools that once 
were failing, turning around. 

in Harlem, I was in a school the other day 
where, 2 years ago, 80 percent of the children 
were monies and doing mathematics below 
grade level; 2 years later, 74 percent of the 
children reading and doing mathematics at 
or above grade level—in just 2 years. This 
is hap ening all over America. 

Today we're releasing an annual report on 
the status of our children. According to the 


1629 


study, the teen birth rate for 15- to 17-year- 
olds has dropped to the lowest level ever re- 
corded. The birth rate for African-American 
adolescents has dropped by nearly one-third 
since 1991. 

The report also found that child poverty 
continues its decline. And the rate of serious 
violent crime committed by young people has 
dropped by more than lialf since 1993, to 
the lowest level recorded since statistics has 
been kept on this subject. This is very good 
news. And I hope you will trumpet ‘it, not 
because we're as safe as we need to be but 
because we need to destroy stereotypes so 
we can start making real progress on the 
issues still remaining. 

Now—so that’s my report. Thank you for 
giving me a chance to serve. That’s my re- 
port. Now, here’s my question: What do you 
intend to do with all this? You know, I’m 
going to treasure this award for the rest of 
my life. But what really matters is what all 
of us do tomorrow with what our yesterdays 
have piled up. So before you leave here, 
when you go home and people say, “What 
did you do in Baltimore?” if you don’t answer 
any other thing, you ought to be able to say, 

“Well, I figured out what I was going to do 
with all the prosperity and progress my coun- 
try has made in the last 8 years.” 

That is the issue. And I guess I can say 
this now because my hair is a lot grayer, and 
I've got a few more wrinkles than I had 8 
years ago. But one thing I know—how a na- 
tion deals with its prosperity is just as stern 
a test of its judgment, its vision, and its values 
as how a nation deals with adversity. After 
all, when you elected me 8 years ago—and 
the other side kind of referred to me as a 
Governor of a small southern State, and | 
was so naive, I thought it was a compliment. 
[Laughter] And you know what? I still do. 
But when you elected me, it didn’t require 
rocket science to know that if we had quad- 
rupled the debt in 12 years and all the social 
pa, cera were going in the wrong direction 
and the country was coming apart at the 
seams and unemployment was going up and 
crime was going up and opportunity for our 
children was going down, that we had to 
change. I mean, this was not—I don’t want 
to deprive myself of any credit, but it wasn’t 
rocket science. We had to do something. So 
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you said, “Well, I'll take a chance on that 
fellow.” 

Now. eve ry pe rson in this room—we ‘ve 
got a lot of young people here, and I’m grate- 
ful for that, and I’m grateful for the role that 
you've done to bring all the young people 
back into the NAACP. But listen, eve rybody 
over 30 in this room—listen to me—if you're 
over 30, you can remember at least one time 
in your life when you have made a mistake, 
not because times were so bad but because 
times were good, so good you thought there 
was no penalty to the failure to concentrate 
Am I right about that? [Laughter 

Listen to this. In the Eccle- 
siastes 11:25 says, “In the day of prosperity 
there is forgetfulness of affliction.” Every- 
body over 30 has had that kind of forgetful- 
ness at one time or another. Am I right about 
that? So here is my point to you. You look 
at these kids before you leave here. We can- 
not do that done everything I 
knew to do to turn this country around, to 
move this country forward, to lift people up, 
to lift people together. But man, the best 
stuff is still out there. And the big challenges 
are still on the horizon. And we will never 
forgive ourselves if we don’t say we are going 
to use this moment of prosperity to build the 
future of our dreams for all God’s children. 
That’s what this is for. 

That’s what this millennial election is all 
about. I want to commend the NAACP for 
your campaign to register new voters. | want 
to join you in mourning the passing of the 
c -hairm: in of your voter e mpowerment cam- 
paign, Earl Shinhoster. But you need to fin- 
ish his 4 And then, you have to get pe ople 
to actually go to the polls, to choose and 
choose wisely. 

We must make it clear again that every 
election is a choice. This is a big election. 
There are big differences, honest differences, 
between the parties, the candidates for Presi- 
dent, the candidates for the Senate and the 
House of Representatives—big and honest 
differences. 

I'm determined to make as much bipar- 
tisan progress with the Congress as I can in 
the last 6 months. I think we'll get a lot done, 
but no matter how much we do, there will 
still be a lot that remains on America’s future 
agenda. And there will be differences. And 


scripture, 


now. I have 
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the thing I like about this election is, if we’ve 
got the right attitude about it, 
old-fashioned election, the 


it can be an 

kind the civics 
» where we don’t 
have people swinging mud at each other and 
repes ating what we've seen in too many elec- 


books say you ought to have 


tions in the past where people basic ally say, 
I'm 
so great, because my opponent is just one 
[Laughter| | mean, 
how many elections have you seen run like 
that? 

Well, we don’t have to do that. We can 
assume everybody is honorable and good, got 
their merit badges in the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, but they're different. There’s a choice 
to be made, and there are consequences. 
“What | 
learned was we've got to use this year to de- 
cide what to do with this moment of pros- 
perity. It may around again in 
our lifetime. I want to build the future of 
my dreams for my children. This is a big elec- 
tion. That’s the main arena right now, and 
there are big differences.” 


“You ought to vote for me, not because 


step above a car thief.” 


So when you leave, you say, 


never come 


Now, let me just mention a few of them. 
On economic policy, the Vice President and 
most people on our side of the political aisle, 
we believe that we ought to keep the pros- 
perity going and do our dead-level best to 
extend it to people and to places that have 
been left behind so far. But we think to keep 
the prosperity going, the right thing to do 
is to take the taxes you pay for Medicare and 
take them off the books, like we do with So- 
cial Security; keep paying the debt down; use 
the interest savings to put into Medicare and 
Social Security to lengthen our life so us baby 
boomers don’t bankrupt the rest of you when 
we retire; invest in education and science and 
technology, the health care, and the environ- 
ment; and then have a tax cut we can afford 
that helps families with the basic things 
they're dealing with and still leaves us the 
money to meet our responsibilities around 
the world—to help fight AIDS in Africa and 
Asia, to help relieve the debt of the poorest 
countries of the world, to help promote free- 
dom and stand against ethnic cleansing, fight 
against terrorism—that allows us to do these 
basic things and still get this country out of 
debt over the next 12 years. 
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Why? Because that will keep interest rates 
lower. And if interest rates stay a percent 
lower over the next 10 years than they other- 
wise would be, that saves families—listen to 
this—African-American homeownership at 
an all-time high—that will save families $250 
billion in home mortgage rates in a decade. 

Now, they say something different, and it’s 
easier for me to give you their pitch, and 
it sounds better the first time you hear it. 
They say, “We have a projecte d surplus of 
$1.9 trillion, and it’s your money. So we're 
going to give more than half of it back to 
you in a tax cut. And then we're going to 
spend the rest of it to partially privatize Social 
Security. And when we take money out of 
the Social Security Trust Fund, we'll put 
money in it from this surplus.” And by the 
time you do that, they've spent the whole 
projected surplus and then some. 

Now, here’s the problem with that. If I 
ask you—-I want to ask all of you right now— 
you just think about this real quiet, now; you 
don’t have to say anything out loud, but ev- 
erybody think about cicadas is your pro- 
jected income over the next 10 years? Now, 
think. How much money do you think you're 
going to make over the next 10 years? How 
confident are you that you’re right about your 
projected income? [Laughter] Now, get it on 
up there to where you're ee 80 percent 
confident. Now, if I sat here at a desk with 
a pen and a notary public, and i said, “I want 
every one of you to come up here right now 
and sign a contract that commits you to 
spend every penny of your projected in- 
come,” would you do it? Well, if you would, 
you should support them. If not, you should 
support us and keep this economy going. 
That’s what this is about. 

Then there are the issues of economic jus- 
tice. How can we assure a fair: share? We 
believe that we should strengthen efforts to 
require equal pay for equal work for women, 
and they don’t agree with us. We think we 
should raise the minimum wage a dollar over 
2 years, because we think the people that 
serve our food at restaurants and help us do 
things, we think they ought to be able to raise 
their kids, too, and send their kids to college 
and make a decent living. And they're not. 

Our top tax cut priorities are for working 
families with low incomes and a lot of kids, 
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for increasing child care assistance, for a 
long-term care tax credit, when you've got 
an elderly or disabled loved one, for retire- 

ment savings, and to allow you to deduct col- 

lege tuition for up to $10,000 a year. That’s 
our top—[inaudible]. We can do all that an 
still pay the country out of debt over the next 
12 years and have money to invest. Their top 
tax cut priority rolling through Congress like 
a hot knife through butter is a complete re- 
peal of the estate tax, which costs $100 billion 
over 10 years, and half of the benefits—half 
the benefits go to one-tenth of one percent 
of the population. There’s a difference here. 

In education, we know that every child can 
learn. I just told you about the school I vis- 
ited in Harlem. I was in rural western Ken- 
tucky the other day in this little old school 
that, 4 years ago, 12 percent of the kids— 
over half the kids on school lunches—4 years 
ago 12 percent of the kids could read at or 
above grade level; today, 57 percent; 5 per- 
cent of the kids could do math at or above 
grade level; today, 70 percent; zero percent 
of the kids could do science at or above grade 
level; today, 63 percent—in 4 years. It’s 
amazing. It’s happening everywhere. 

Now, intelligence is equally distributed. 
It’s opportunity that’s not equally distributed. 
So our education policy is to invest more and 
demand more—higher standards, greater ac- 
countability, but empower people to dev elop 
the c capacities of all of our children. And it’s 
working. But we have a very definite set of 
ideas about that, based on what we have seen 
and what educators have told us. 

We want to modernize or build 6,000 
schools and repair another 25,000 over the 
next 5 years. And the other side doesn’t agree 
with us. They think that’s wrong. We want 
to keep our commitment to hire 100,000 
teachers for smaller classes in the early 
grades, because we know that’s important to 
long-time learning capacity, and the other 
side doesn’t agree with us. They don’t think 
we should require that, somehow, of the 
States. 

We want universal access to preschool, 
summer school, after-school for all kids who 
need it. You can’t say, end social promotion 
and then blame the kids for the failure sys- 
tem; you have to have a system that says, 
okay, no social promotion, but here is how 
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the children are going to meet the standards 
and go on and learn and do what they're sup- 
posed to do 

So there are differences here in the econ- 
omy, in economic justice, in education, and 
there are differences in health care. And the 
Vice President talked a lot about this yester- 
day, so I won't beat it to death. But this is 
very important. We believe that because we 
have the money to do it, we should have a 
true Medicare prescription drug benefit 
that’s available and affordable to all seniors 
and disabled people who need it. We think 
we should do this. 

They say it might be too costly. I'll give 
you their hone st—and I think they really be- 
lieve this. [Laughter] No, I do. I think they 
really do believe this. They say it could cost 
more money than we think it would, and so 
we ought to have this more limited, private 
benefit, funded through insurance compa- 
nies. 

The problem is—let me say just this—the 
problem is—I fought with the health insur- 
ance companies quite a bit, you may have 
noticed that. But I’ve got to give it to them, 
they've been real upfront about this. The 
health insurance companies have said, “No, 
this won’t work. We cannot offer these poor 
people an insurance policy to buy drugs that 
they can afford to buy that will be worth hav- 
ing.” The insurance companies have been 
really honest about it. And you know what? 
Nevada adopted a plan just like the Repub- 
lican plan, and you know how many insur- 
ance companies have offered coverage under 
it? Zero. Not one. 

So we've got this interesting debate going 
on now in Washington. We said “We're for 
Medicare prescription drug coverage,” and 
they say, “So are we.” So the “so are we” 
is designed—I learned from reading the 
newspaper that they hired a political consult- 
ant to tell them what language to use so you 
would think they were for something they 
were not. [Laughter] , 

And I'd rather them say, “Look, we're not 
for this, because we think it will cost too 
much money.” But if they took that position, 
then they would have to explain how come 
they want to spend $100 billion on repealing 
the estate tax and give 50 percent of it to 
the top one-tenth of one percent of the popu- 
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lation and not spend money on drugs for our 
seniors. There are choices to be made here. 

We don’t have to be hateful. They really 
believe this. They don’t think it’s a good idea. 
But instead of trying to convince us that they 
are really for our pl: un, they should fess up 
that they’ re not and explain why they're 
against it. And then you decide whether we 
are right or they are. 

And the same thing on the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights. The Patients’ Bill of Rights we’re 
for covers all Americans and all health care 
plans and gives you a right to see a specialist, 
a right not to be bumped from your doctor 
if you change employment and you're in the 
middle of having a baby or a chemotherapy 
treatment or any other kind of treatment. It 
gives you a right to go to the nearest emer- 
gency room if you get hit—God forbid— 
when you walk out of the convention center 
here today. And if you get hurt and you're 
wrongly treated, it gives you the right to sue. 
Their plan doesn’t cover 100 million people, 
and it doesn’t give you a right to sue. 

Now, we say we're for the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights. They say—what they should say 
is, “We don’t agree with this. We think it 
will cost too much.” But that’s not what they 
say. What they say—they try to figure out 
how to convince you they're for what we're 
for. So they say, “We're for a Patients’ Bill 
of Rights”—if you ever hear that, if you hear 
‘a” instead of “the,” big alarm bells ought 
to go off in your head. You ought to say, ding- 
dong, hello, what is going on here? 

But this is a huge deal. You heard the Vice 
President talking about this yesterday. I was 
down the other day in Missouri with the Gov- 
ernor, and we were with an emergency room 
nurse, a male, who was 6'1”, weighed 230, 
looked like he could bench-press me on a 
cold day. [Laughter] And this big old husky 
guy spends his life trying to save people’s 
lives. And he almost couldn’t get through his 
talk, talking about somebody who died be- 
cause they couldn't take him to the nearest 
emergency room. This happens every single 
day. 

We're one vote away from passing it. 
want to compliment the Republicans in whe 
House who voted for the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights, and the four in the Senate who did. 
We are one vote away. I’m telling you, there 
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are big issues here. This affects 100 million 
of your fellow citizens. 

We're for expanding the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program that Hillary did so much 
to create. We “think the pare nts of the kids 
ought to be able to buy in, too. We think 
people who are over 55 and not old enough 
to be on Medicare but lost their insurance 
at work, ought to be able to buy into the 
Medicare program, and we should give them 
a little help of they need it. 

And we want to do more to close the gaps 
and do something about the fact that people 
of color suffer far higher rates of heart dis- 
ease, cancer, AIDS, and diabetes. Let me just 
give you one example. Diabetes is 70 percent 
higher among African-Americans than white 
Americans. Hispanics are twice as likely to 
suffer from it. 

Type I diabetes, commonly known as juve- 
nile diabetes, affects a million Americans 
alone, half of them children, but research has 
taken us to the threshold of a potential new 
breakthrough. Recently, researchers success- 
fully transplanted insulin-producing cells into 
seven individuals with juvenile diabetes, and 
apparently, every single one of them was 
cured. 

Now, if we can repeat these preliminary 
findings, it could put a cure for juvenile dia- 
betes within our reach, a true miracle—for 
anyone who has ever had this in your family, 
you know this. But we have to do more to 
get there. That’s why today I want to tell you 
a couple of things we’re doing. 

First of all, the National Institutes of 
Health is investing in 10 research centers im- 
mediately to try to replicate the results of 
the first study so we can prove it wasn’t an 
accident. This is part of a larger partnership 
between the NIH and the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation—we have some of their leaders 
here with us today—with a commitment of 
$300 million over 5 years for research and 
the prevention of diabetes. 

Now, I've been pretty tough on my friends 
on the Republican side today, so I want to 
say something nice about them. This is one 
we all agree on—that there is no partisan 
position on whether we would like to see our 
children lifted from the burden and the fear 
and the terrors and the agony that can come 
with juvenile diabetes. But we actually have 
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some research here that may allow us to close 
one of the big racial gaps and help disparities 
in our country. And I just want you to know 
we're going to do everything we can about 
it, and I hope we'll have your prayers and 
your support. It’s worth some of your money 
to spend on that. 

The last thing I want to talk about in terms 
of your decision this year is civil rights and 
equal justice. I don’t have to come here and 

say nobody should be denied a job, a home, 

access to school or a loan because of their 
race or any other condition; that no one 
should have to fear being a target of violence 
because of the way they worship God or their 
sexual orientation. And I don’t have to come 
here for you to know that those indignities 
are still all to real to too many Americans. 
I have proposed the largest investment in 
civil rights enforcement ever, so that the 
EEOC, the Departments of Health and 
Human Services, Agriculture, and others can 
enforce our civil rights law. 

And we're fighting for passage of a strong 
hate crimes bill. And I am so grateful—I’m 
so grateful—that our unanimous caucus was 
joined the other day by enough Republicans 
who are willing to break from the leade ership 
to pass the hate crimes bill in the Senate. 
I am grateful for that, and I hope that we 
can pass it in the House. 

But the hate crimes legislation, if it does 
not become law, should be an issue in this 
election. The employment nondiscrimination 
legislation, if it doesn’t become law, should 
be an issue in this election. This is not nega- 
tive politics. We should talk about what side 
we're on and why, and let people decide. It’s 
important. 

You look all around the world at all these 
places that are bedeviled by the hatreds of 
the groups of people within their countries 
for one another, from Kosovo to Northern 
Ireland to the Middle East to the tribal wars 
in Africa to the Balkans. I mean, look at what 
the world has been dealing with just for the 
last few years. We have to keep hammering 
away at this. It’s not over. 

And you look at all the hate crimes that 
have occurred in America in the last few 
years, in spite of all of our improving atti- 
tudes and greater contact across racial and 
religious lines. We've still got problems here. 
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This deals with the biggest problems of the 
human heart. We've got to keep at it, and 
we ought to debate our different approaches 
to it in an open way. We may never have 
this chance again, where we are secure and 
confident and we know we can go forward 
if we make the right decisions. 

One other thing I want to say about this. 
One of the most important responsibilities 
of the next President is appointing judges. 
And one of the most important duties of a 
Senator is deciding whether to confirm the 
people the President appoints. Now, I be- 
lieve the next President will be called upon 
to appoint in the next 4 years between two 
and four Supreme Court judges, more than 
a score, much more, Court of Appeals judges; 
and perhaps over 100 Federal district court 
judges. 

The record here is instructive. The quality 
of justice suffers when highly qualified 
women and minority candidates, fully vetted, 
fully supported by the American Bar Associa- 
tion, are denied the opportunity to serve for 
partisan political reasons. 

Now, just last year the Republican majority 
in the Senate, on a party-line vote, defeated 
my nominee for the Federal court in Mis- 
souri, Ronnie White, the first African-Amer- 
ican State supreme court judge in the history 
of the State of Missouri, plainly well- -quali- 
fied, defeated on a party-line, politic ‘al vote 
in an atte mpt to give the incumbent Senator 
a death penalty issue against the incumbent 
Governor in the race for the U.S. Senate in 
Missouri. Never mind that—throw this guy’s 
career away. Act like he’s not qualified. Dis- 
tort his position on the death penalty. Ignore 
what it will make the African-American com- 
munity in Missouri feel like. It was awful. 

As we speak today, there are four African- 
American appellate court nominees poised to 
make history if the Senate would just stop 
standing in their way: Judge James Wynn, 
Roger Gregory, Kathleen McCree Lewis, 
Judge Johnnie Rawlinson. That’s just the 
ones I've got up there now. But let me 
to put that in perspective, in the 12 years 
that they served, the two previous Pre ssidents 
appointed just three African-Americans to 
the circuit courts of our country—in 12 years. 

Of course, we all want justice to be blind, 
but we also know that when we have diversity 
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in our courts, as in all aspects of society, it 
sharpens our vision and makes us a stronger 
nation 

| have nominated two highly qualified can- 
didates for the fourth circuit—that includes 
where we are now, the State of Maryland. 
The fourth circuit has the largest African- 
American population of any of our circuits 
and remarkably, there has never been an Af- 
rican-American jurist on the fourth circuit. 
We've got a chance to right that wrong. 

Two weeks ago I nominated Roger 
of Virginia. He is a Richmond law- 
yer of immense talent and experience. Al- 
most a year ago, I nominated Judge Wynn 
for a North Carolina seat on the circuit, and 
he’s not the first African-American from 
North Carolina I nominated. Now, Senator 
Helms won't let these people get confirmed. 


Gregory, 


He says we don’t need any more judges on 
the fourth circuit. 

Maybe, that’s what he thinks. But I think 
it’s interesting that for over 7 years now, he 
has stopped my attempts to integrate the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the Re- 
publican majority has made no move to 
change the tide that turned the policies. This 
is outrageous—the circuit court with the 
highest percentage of African-Americans in 
the country, not one single judge on the 
Court of Appeals. 

Now, a lot of women don’t do much better. 
We have excellent nominees—Elena Kagan; 
Helene White; Bonnie Campbell, former at- 
torney general of Iowa, up there—no move- 
ment. 

Another travesty of justice is taking place 
in Texas, and I want to talk about this. I nom- 
inated a man named Enrique Moreno to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. He grew up 
in El] Paso and graduated from Harvard Law 
School. The State judges in Texas said he 
was one of the three best trial lawyers out 
there in far west Texas. The ABA, the Amer- 
ican Bar Association, unanimously gave him 
its top rating. But the two Re »publican Sen- 
ators from Texas, they say he’s not qualified. 
And the leader of the Re publican Party in 
Texas—who, I think, talked here a couple 
days ago—|laughter|—stone cold silence. 
Nobody says, “Give this guy a hearing.” 

W hy don’t they want to give these people 
a hearing and vote? Because they don’t want 
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him on the court, but they don’t want you 
to know they don’t want him on the court. 
The face of injustice is not compassion; it 


is indifference or worse. For the integrity of 


our courts and the strength of our Constitu- 
tion, I ask the Republicans to give these peo- 
ple a vote. Vote them down if you don’t want 
them on; go out and tell pe ople. At least they 
voted Judge White down. They're having a 
hard time explaining it in Missouri, but. at 
least they did it. 

This is not right, folks. You know, the 
judges I've appointed, yes, they're the most 
diverse judges in history. But they also have 
the highest ratings from the ABA in 40 years. 
And no one says that they’re ideological ex- 
tremists. Therefore, I conclude that the peo- 
ple that don’t want them on the court want 
people who are ideological purists. 

But you've got to have— needs 
somebody that’s felt the fabric of ordinary 
life, that’s got a good mind for stuff in the 
books and a lot of common sense, that can 
understand what happens to people, that can 
be fair to everybody that comes before him. 
I'd be ashamed if one of my judges discrimi- 
nated against someone before them because 
they were members of the other political 
party or a different religion or had strong 
views. | would be outraged. | just want peo- 
ple who will be just and fair. But I don’t want 
people denied their chance to serve because 
of their race or their politics. It’s not right. 
Now, you need to think about that, because 
it’s an important part of the next 4 years. 

I just want to make one last point in clos- 
ing. You all heard the Vice President's 
speech. I thought it was brilliant and impas- 
sioned, and I can’t make a better case. But 
I want you to remember four things about 
him. I don’t want you to forget this—the 
President told me four things about Al Gore. 

Number one, he is by far the most influen- 
tial and active Vice President in this history 
of the country. We've had a lot of Vice Presi- 
dents. A lot of Vice Presidents made great 
Presidents—Thomas _ Jefferson, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Harry Truman, I yndon 
Johnson—-but we've never had a Vice Presi- 
dent that did so much good as Vice President 
as Al Gore—never, not ever in the history 
of the country. 


a judge 
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Second, for the reasons I said earlier, when 
none of you wanted to contract away your 
projected income for the next 10 years, he 
is the most likely, by far, to keep our pros- 
perity going and to spread it to people left 
behind. 

Thirdly, you can see from his leadership 
with the empowerment zones, to connect all 
of our schools to the Internet, to his work 
with the science and technology issues and 
the environment issues, this is a guy who un- 
derstands the future. And the future is com- 
ing on us ina hurry. 

I’m glad we've decoded the human ge- 
nome, but I don’t want anybody denied a 
job or health insurance because of their ge- 
netic map. I love the Internet, and I think 
the Internet can move more people out of 
poverty more quickly than ever before. But 
I don’t want anybody to be able to get your 
financial or health care record just because 
they’re on somebody's computer somewhere 
unless you say okay. 

You need someone in the White House 
who understands the future. he’s the 
most qualified person we've ever had be- 
cause he’s the best Vice President. He'll keep 
the prosperity going. He understands the fu- 
ture. 

And the fourth and most important thing 
for your point of view is, he really does want 
to take us all along for the ride, and I want 
a President that wants to take us all along 
for the ride. 

Thank you. Thank you. Let me just say 
this one last thing. After January, I won't be 
President, but I'l! still—wait a minute— 
(laughter |—hey, everything comes to an end. 
[Laughter] But I have loved every day of it. 
It has been an honor to fight, an honor to 
work. And for the rest of the time the good 
Lord gives me on this Earth, I'll be with you. 
I'll work with you. 

But you just remember this. The arena 
that counts today on the question of what 
we're going to do with our prosperity is what 
we do today to elect tomorrow’s leaders. 
You've got to lead the country in this. You’ve 
got to make sure we choose and choose wise- 
ly. Believe me, in spite of all that’s happened, 
the best is still out there. Go get it. 

I love you. Godspeed. Thank you. 
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Thank you. 
Speaker; 
Thurmond, 


much, Mr. 

Senator 
Senator Lugar, 
Thank you all for 
Chaplain Coughlin and 
distinguished Members of the Congress and, 
of course, Chaplain I'd like to say 

special word of welcome to the Notre 
Dame Glee Club, who sang the National An- 
them without benefit of musical background. 
Most of us need the music to cover up the 
mistakes we make, and they were wonderful. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like begin by 
thanking you for your gracious leadership on 
this and many other occasions like this, and 
especially today. I want to also thank you for 
your work for democracy and freedom and 
helping to save it in the ye republic in 
Latin America, Colombia. I just signed the 
legislation that you passed in a bipartisan 
way, and I thank you for that. 


Thank you very 
Senator Daschle, 
Senator Bayh, 
Congressman Roemer. 
your efforts today. 


Ogilvie. 


| want to say, I have heard many speeches 
today about a man | admire very much, a 
servant and child of Pow a genuine Amer- 
ican patriot, and a citizen of “the world and 
a person that Hillary and | were fortunate 
to get to know several years before we moved 
here to Washington. Father, she told me this 
morning to tell you hello and congratulations. 
We hope that now that you've got one more 
award, you'll still be nice to all your ordinary 
friends who admire you so muc ‘h. [Laughter] 
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In 1987, when Father 
after 35 years as president « 


Hesburgh retired 
»f Notre Dame, 


the New York Times wrote this: “The 
Hesburgh era is ended, and the Hesburgh 
legend begins.” Well, today, we have seen 


the legend growing. We've heard a lot about 
the recognition of his accomplishments, be- 
ginning with President Johnson’s bestowal of 
the Medal of Freedom and going through 
You know, 
a fish story; there will be 
finish this 


this is getting to 
200 degrees 
today 


these degrees 
be like 
vefore we 
| f 


| Laughter] 


ceremony 


| think that all of your 
friends, the people who have known you over 
the years and admired everything you've 
done for civil rights and world peace and for 
Notre Dame, they'd say that the most impor- 
tant thing about you and the greatest honor 
you will ever wear around your “neck is the 


But I will say again, 


. From the 
age of 6, you wanted to be a =e st—in his 
words, a mediator between God and human- 
kind. “A priest belongs to no one,” he said, 
“so he can belong to everyone.” 

Father's first job at Notre Dame was chap- 
lain of the married veterans who enrolled on 
the GI bill. He said he loved the job. He 
had two or three baptisms every Sund uy, and 
he bargained with the local obstetricians to 
get volume discounts for Notre Dame babies. 
{ Laughter} 

One of his charges rushed into delivery 
only 6 months pregnant. The baby was taken 
by caesarean with a heartbeat but no breath. 
The medical team could not bring breath. 
But the instant Father Hesburgh baptized 
the baby with cold baptismal water, the baby 
began to cry loudly. That premature baby is 
a 6-foot, 2-inch graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame. 

Father Hesburgh never let one 
an excuse for not achieving another. You 
heard Senator Daschle say that he gave 
Notre Dame a great university with a great 
football team. Once he was criticized by 
some clergy for his emphasis on academic 
improveme nt, and he said this: “Pie ty is no 
substitute for competent scholarship.” 

The legendary Robert Maynard Hutchins 
of the University of Chicago once said that 
Father Hesburgh’s improvements at Notre 
Dame constituted, and I quote, “one of the 


collar you have worn for 57 ye: 


now 


value be 
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most spectacular developments in higher 
education in the last 25 years.” 

But the thing that was most important is 
that he saw himself as a child and servant 
of God. The thing that I have always been 
most impressed by is that even as President 
of eg Dame, he never stopped being a 
priest. The light from his third-floor office 
under the Golde *n Dome was often glowing 
late at night. Students seeking counseling or 
conversation could climb the fire escape, tap 
on the window, and get a post-midnight visit. 
He called it his “open window policy.” I'm 
thinking of adopting it now. 

Once at Notre Dame, a young Jewish stu- 
dent from Boston left campus 2 weeks into 
the semester because two freshmen hurt him 
deeply with their anti-Semitic slurs. The 
freshmen were sent to Father Hesburgh. 
Here is what he did: “Pack your bags,” he 
said, “and go to Boston. You either convince 
that young man to come back to Notre 
Dame, or you don’t come back to Notre 
Dame.” They all came back, and they all 
graduated. Now, that is leadership. 

I say again, Father, we value everything 
you have done and all your public service. 
We know it is built on the bedrock of faith. 
For, faith, in your words, enables us to rise 
above ourselves with the help of God. 

For all of us who have been privileged to 
know you in any way, in any of your many 
capacities, the thing that we know is that your 
greatness, which led to all this achieveme nt, 


was rooted in your peculiar understanding of 


our common humanity and our common tie 
as children of God. You have done your 
church, your country, your family, and your 
friends very proud, and we thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the 
Rotunda at the Capitol. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin, Chaplain, U.S. 
House of Representatives. 


Remarks on Departure for Camp 
David, Maryland, and an Exchange 
With Reporters 

July 13, 2000 


Vietnam-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement 


The President. Good afternoon, ladies 
and gentlemen. Just a few moments ago, Am- 
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bassador Barshefsky and Minister Vu Khoan 
signed an agreement between the United 
States and Vietnam that will dramatically 
open Vietnam’s economy, further integr: ate 
it into the international community, and in- 
crease trade between our two nations. And 
so from the bitter past, we plant the seeds 
of a better future. ; 

This is another historic step in the process 
of normalization, reconciliation, and healing 
between our two nations. Improvements in 
the relationship between the United States 
and Vietnam have depended from the begin- 
ning upon progress in determining the fate 

of Americans who did not return from the 
war. 

In 1994, with the support of the Members 
of Congress standing with me here and oth- 
ers, I lifted the trade embargo on Vietnam 
in response to its cooperation on the POW/ 
MIA issue. A year later I normalized diplo- 
matic relations between our two nations to 
further this goal. As further progress was 
made in 1996, I appointed former Congress- 
man Pete Peterson, himself a former pris- 
oner of war, to be our United States Ambas- 
sador in Vietnam. 

With the indispensable help of key con- 
gressional allies, especially Senator John 
Kerry and Senator John McCain, Senator 
Bob Kerrey and Senator Chuck Hagel and 
Senator Chuck Robb, Representative Rick 
Boucher, Representative Reyes, who is here, 
Representative Manzullo, Representatives 
Lane Evans, Kolbe, Bereuter, and 
McDermott, this process has worked. 

Since 1993, we have undertaken 39 joint 
recovery operations with Vietnam, and the 
number of 40 is underway as we speak. One 
hundred and thirty-five American families 
have received the remains of their loved 
ones, and we're in the process of identifying 
another 150 possible sets of remains. Time 
and again, the Vietnamese people have 
shared their memories with Americans. And 
we, too, have sought to help Vietnam in its 
own search for answers. 

Our Nation has also felt a special sense 
of responsibility to those people in Vietnam 
whose families were torn apart during and 
after the war. In the last few years, we've 
made tremendous progress in resettling tens 
of thousands of Vietnamese refugees in the 








1638 


United States another painful 
chapter. 

And Vietnam has done much to turn its 
face toward a changing world. It has worked 
to open its economy and move into the main- 
stream of Southeast Asia as a member of the 
Association of Southeast 
APEC. Our trading relations also 
grown. When I took office, our exports to 
Vietnam totaled just $4 million. Today, they 
stand at $291 million. 


The agreement we 


+ 
closing yet 


Asian Nations and 
have 


signed today will dra- 
matically open Vietnam's markets on every- 
thing from agriculture to industrial goods to 
telecommunications products, while creating 
jobs both in Vietnam and in the United 
States. 

With this agreement, Vietnam has agreed 
to speed its opening to the world, to subject 
important decisions to the rule of law and 
the international trading system, to increase 
the flow of information to its people; by invit- 
ing competition in, to accelerate the rise of 
a ine e market economy and the private sector 
within Vietnam, itself. We hope expanded 
trade will go hand in hand with strength and 
respect for human rights and labor standards. 
For we live in an age where wealth is gen- 
erated by the free exchange of ideas, and sta- 
bility de pends on democratic choices. By 
signing this agreement, Vietnam takes an im- 
portant step in the right direction. 

We've been working on this agreement 
since 1996, and there are many people who 
deserve recognition. I want to say a special 
thanks to our Trade Represe ntative, Ambas- 
sador Barshefsky; our De -puty USTR, 
Richard Fisher; Joe Damond, of USTR, for 
working so hard in the last 4 years to turn 
this agreement into reality. 

I would also like to thank their Vietnamese 
counterparts, Trade Minister Vu Khoan, 
Chief Negotiator Nguyen Dinh Luong. And 
i want to say a special word of thanks also 
to Vietnamese Ambassador Le Van Bang and 
to our Ambassador, Pete Peterson, who have 
worked so hard to build ties among our na- 
tions and our people. 

And let me say again, it is my opinion that 
none of this would have been possible had 
it not been for the visionary and brave and 
reconciling leadership of the Americans in 
the United States Congress who served, 
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many of whom suffered, 


in Vietnam; espe- 
cially those 


here with me and the 
others whose names I mentioned earlier. Our 
debt to them as a nation is immense. 


who are 


This agreement is one more reminder that 
former adversaries can come together to find 
common ground in a way that benefits all 
their people, to let go of the past and em- 
brace the future, to forgive, and to reconcile 
As all of you know, that is what we are now 
trying to achieve at Camp David, in what 
many believe is the most difficult of all histor- 
ical circumstances. 

This day is encouraging to me, and I will 
take the energy I feel here from all these 
people back to Camp David and make the 
argument that they should follow suit. 

Thank you very much. 


Possible Visit to Vietnam 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked about 
going to Vietnam. Are you planning to go 
to Vietnam after the APEC ministerial in No- 
vember? 

The President. | haven’t made a decision 
yet. 


Philadelphia Police Incident 


Q. Mr. President, have you seen the video- 
tape of the beating that a suspect apparently 
took at the hands of the Philadelphia police 
yesterday, and are you concerned about it? 
Have you asked any of the authorities to look 
into it? 

The President. No, I haven't seen it, be- 
cause I’ve been pretty isolated in the peace 
talks, but I’ve been briefed about it. The Jus- 
tice Department is looking into it. And when 
I was in Baltimore on the way down here 
today, I spoke briefly with Mayor Street. And 
he assured me that he was going to go home 
and handle it in the appropriate way, and 
I trust him. He’s a strong man and a good 
man, and | think he will do what is right. 


Middle East Peace Summit 


Q. Sir, is any substantial progress being 
made at Camp David? And there seems to 
be some confusion about whether you will 
allow the Palestinian opposition figures to 
come in to see Chairman Arafat. 

The President. | think I should say noth- 
ing about what’s going on at Camp David. 
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The less I say, 
success. 
Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Joseph Damond, Acting Director 
of Asia Pacific and APEC Affairs, Office of the 
United States Trade Representative; and Mayor 
John F. Street of Philadelphia, PA. A reporter re- 
ferred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the 
tinian Authority. 


Pales- 


Statement on the White House 
Commission on Complementary and 
Alternative Medicine Policy 

July 13, 2000 


Today I am pleased to announce the ap- 
pointment of the Chair and the first 10 mem- 
bers of the White House Commission on Al- 
ternative Medicine. This Commission, cre- 
ated by an Executive order on March 8, 2000, 
is charged with deve loping a set of legislative 
and administrative recommendations to 
maximize the benefits of complementary and 
alternative medicine for the general public. 

Each year, tens of millions of Americans 
receive alternative therapies. The great po- 
tential and possible perils associated with the 
use of complementary and alternative medi- 
cine have been well documented. There is 
no doubt that these therapies should be held 
to the same standard of scientific rigor as 
more traditional health care interventions. 

If we are going to hold complementary and 
alternative therapies to an appropriate stand- 
ard of accountability, we need to invest in 
research so health care professionals and 
consumers can make informed judgments 
about the appropriate use of these services. 
In that vein, we have worked with Senator 
Harkin and a bipartisan coalition of Members 
of Congress to establish the NIH Center for 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine to 
invest resources in scientific analysis to make 
such information available. 

But we need to do more. We need to be 
able to use information about alternative 
therapies to set the national agenda for the 
education and training of health care practi- 


the greater our chances of 
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tioners in this field and provide ;ec- 
ommendations for advisable coverage poli- 
cies for alternative therapies. 

I particularly want to applaud the leader- 
ship of Senator Tom Harkin, Senator Barbara 
Mikulski, Senator Arlen Specter, Senator 
Harry Reid, and Congressman Peter 
DeFazio in advocating for‘and finding fund- 
ing for this Commission. There is no question 
in my mind that we would not be making 
this announcement without their tireless ef- 
forts. I also want to thank Secretary Shalala 
for her commitment to explore all avenues 
of scientific discovery to help ensure that 
Americans have access to the most account- 
able and responsive health care system pos- 
sible. 

As we enter into the 21st century, we need 
to get better information to ensure American 
families have access to the best and most 
cost-effective health care. I know I join the 
Congress, the policymakers, and the Amer- 
ican ‘public in saying how much we look for- 
ward to the results of the Commission’s work. 


Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on Foreign 
Operations Appropriations 
Legislation 


July 13, 2000 


While the bill passed today underfunds 
vital international priorities and should not 
become law, the Waters amendment passed 
by the House of Representatives increasing 
funding to the Heavily Indebted Poorest 
Countries (HIPC) initiative is an enormously 
encouraging step. Relieving the world’s poor- 
est nations of crushing debt obligations will 
help free up crucial funds for education, 
health care, and basic human needs. 
Unsustainable debt continues to help keep 
too many poor countries and poor people in 
poverty. I urge Congress to pass the full 
amount that I have requested for debt relief 
this year. As it stands, this bill still falls far 
short of what is necessary to fully implement 
this initiative. 








1640 


Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Act, 2000 
July 13, 2000 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 4425 
which includes emergency supplemental 
funding to bolster democracy and battle 
drug-trafficking in Colombia, and to keep the 
peace and build stability in Kosovo. 

Colombia is a strong ally of the United 
States and the oldest democracy in Latin 
America. Today it is under attac ‘k—from civil 
conflict and drug trafficking that fuels vio- 
lence, undercuts honest enterprise, and un- 
dermines public confidence in democracy. 

President Andres Pastrana has worked 
with experts in his country and elsewhere to 
put together “Plan Colombia”—a com- 
prehensive plan to seek peace, fight drugs, 
build the economy, and deepen democracy. 
The legislation I signed today represents 
America’s contribution to the struggle. It in- 
cludes a ten-fold increase in U.S. funds to 
promote good government, judicial reform, 
human rights protection, and economic de- 
velopment. It will increase incentives for the 
peaceful resolution of the civil war, while 
helping the government staunch the flow of 
drugs to our shores 

As Colombians fight to build their democ- 
racy and block the illegal drug trade, they 
are fighting for all of us. If they are willing 
to take up the fight, we should be willing 
to take on some of the cost. I am proud to 
sign legislation that appropriates funds for 
doing that. 

This legislation also funds our request for 
military operations in Kosovo. NATO forces 
won the war in 78 days; it will take longer 
to secure a stable peace. I applaud Congress 
for sending a message that we will stand by 
our troops until the job is done. 

While I am pleased with Congressional ac- 
tion on Colombia and Kosovo, this legislation 
is disappointing for what it leaves out. It un- 
dercuts U.S. interests by omitting funding for 
U.N. peacekeeping operations in Southeast 
Europe, assistance for economic and demo- 
cratic reforms, and support for civilian infra- 
structure. Such support is critical not only 
to advance long-term stability in Southeast 
Europe, but also to create the conditions for 
the eventual withdrawal of U.S. troops. 


July 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 


I am also disappointed the bill does not 
include requested funding to relieve the 
debts of the world’s poorest countries, delay- 
ing relief for nations that have implemented 
far-reaching economic reforms. Additionally, 
the bill offers inadequate funding for 
Mozambique and other Southern African na- 
tions devastated by recent flooding. 

Finally, I am pleased the bill provides 
needed home energy assistance for low- 
income families, which will be essential in 
the event of a dangerous heat wave this sum- 
mer, and provides further assistance, includ- 
ing housing construction and repair, to the 
victims of Hurricane Floyd, some of whom 
still lack permanent shelter. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 13, 2000. 


NoTE: The Emergency Supplemental Act, 2000, 
is part of H.R. 4425, approved July 13, and as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-246. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement 


Statement on Signing the Military 
Construction Appropriations Act, 
2001, Emergency Supplemental Act, 
2000, and Cerro Grande Fire 
Supplemental 


July 13, 2000 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 4425, 
the Military Construction Appropriations 
Act, FY 2001, Emergency Supplemental Act, 
FY 2000, and Cerro Grande Fire Supple- 
mental, which provides funding for military 
construction and family housing programs of 
the Department of Defense (DoD), and ur- 
gently needed supplemental resources. 

I am gratified that my Administration and 
the Congress were able to reach agreement 
on the FY 2000 supplemental legislation in- 
cluded in H.R. 4425. This important supple- 
mental appropriation provides urgently 
needed resources to keep the peace and 
build stability in Kosovo, bolster democracy 
and reform elsewhere in Southeast Europe, 
support the Colombian government's fight 
against drug traffickers, provide needed 
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home energy assistance for low-income fami- 
lies, provide further assistance to the victims 
of Hurricane Floyd and other natural disas- 
ters, including the crisis in Mozambique, and 
for other purposes. 

I commend the Congress for providing the 
critical resources needed to continue our 
support for Plan Colombia, President 
Pastrana’s strategy to address Colombia's na- 
tional security, socioeconomic, and drug- 
related problems. The $1.3 billion provided 
underscores our commitment to support the 
fight against drug traffickers and benefits the 
United States by bringing greater peace and 
prosperity to an important American ally. 

Nonetheless, I am concerned that certain 
provisions of the bill will limit the effective- 
ness of our assistance. Key initiatives, such 
as ground-based radar, secure field commu- 
nications, and force protection are funded at 
levels below my request. Furthermore, the 
Congress substituted its own judgement for 
that of the U.S. and Colombian militaries, 
and provided funding for only 16 of the 30 
Blackhawk helicopters requested for the Co- 
lombian Army, providing instead funding for 
30 Huey II helicopters. The substitution of 
Huey IIs for Blackhawks creates logistical 
and pilot training problems for an already 
stretched infrastructure in Colombia, and 
fields a significantly less capable helicopter 
for the counterdrug mission. 

I am pleased that the bill fully funds our 
request for military operations in Kosovo. We 
will work to ensure that the additional re- 
sources for readiness, military personnel, nat- 
ural disaster recovery, defense healthcare, 
fuel, equipment upgrades, and intelligence 
support high priority activities within the De- 
partment of Defense. 

I am disappointed that the bill does not 
include funding I requested for U.N. peace- 
keeping operations in the region, requested 
security and operational needs for embassies 
in Kosovo, or assistance for economic and 
democratic reforms in the region. The U.N. 
mission in Kosovo is performing an extraor- 
dinarily difficult but essential task of over- 
seeing civilian administration until the peo- 
ple of Kosovo are able to assume that respon- 
sibility themselves. Secure facilities are need- 
ed in Kosovo to ensure the security of our 
employees serving U.S. interests and working 
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to achieve lasting peace in the region. The 
requested funds support essential civilian in- 
frastructure that would facilitate a prudent 
exit strategy for Kosovo and achieve long- 
term stability in the Balkans. 

I am also disappointed that the bill does 

not include requested funding for the multi- 
lateral Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) debt reduction initiative. Debt relief 
is both a moral imperative and good econom- 
ics. Each year, most countries eligible for the 
HIPC initiative spend more on foreign debt 
service than on health. In many, one in ten 
children dies before his or her first birthday, 
one in three is malnourished, the average 
adult has had only 3 years of schooling, and 
HIV infection rates are as high as 20 percent. 

The failure of the Congress to provide this 
funding will result in delays in implementing 
debt reduction for qualifying countries, espe- 

cially those in Latin America that have imple- 
mented far-reaching economic reforms. 

Similarly, while I am pleased that the Con- 
gress provided some funding for reconstruc- 
tion assistance to Mozambique and the other 
Southern African countries devastated by re- 
cent flooding, these countries require addi- 
tional assistance to recover from natural dis- 
asters and continue their progress in imple- 
menting economic and democratic reforms. 

I am disappointed that requested funding 

was not provided for a number of other im- 
portant programs including: 

e Projects designated to strengthen our 
critical infrastructure. 

e The Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relief Trust 
Fund. This request was part of my plan, 
announced in the Mid-Session Review 
Budget, to fully fund the $750 million 
Trust Fund by FY 2001. I will work with 
the Congress to find other ways to 
achieve this goal. Delay in funding the 
Trust Fund will mean there will be 
fewer hemophiliacs with HIV alive to 
benefit from this program. 

e¢ Summer jobs and other education and 
training opportunities for disadvantaged 
youth. The request would have ensured 
that our Nation’s young adults were not 
left behind as States and local areas 
transition to the requirements of the 
Workforce Investment Act. 
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I am pleased that the bill provides $40 mil- 
lion included in our agreement with the ¢ 
ernment of Puerto Rico related to the Navy 
training facility on the island of Vieques. This 
will be used for projects that will meet the 
health, and economic 
cerns of the residents as well 


Gov- 


environmental con- 
as fund the ref- 
erendum to determine the range’s future. 

I am especially pleased that this legislation 
includes over $300 million in relief funds for 
Hurricane Floyd and other natural disasters 
It also includes $600 million I requested for 
the Low-Income Home Assistance 
Program. This funding will provide needed 


assistance for low-income families 


Energy 


The bill provides $661 million to address 
the consequences of the fires in Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, as well as $350 million for fire- 
fighting activities. 

While the Congress dropped most of the 
objectionable bill, regret- 
tably, the Congress has included several ob- 
jectionable language provisions: 


riders from the 


e¢ Most objectionable is an anti-environ- 
mental rider that was not in either the 
House or Senate version of the bill, 
which could significantly slow efforts to 
clean up the 20,000 bodies of water the 
States have identified as too polluted for 
fishing or swimming. Before this prob- 
lematic prohibition became effective, 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA) published its final clean water 
rule, which is the subject of this rider. 
In the final rule, EPA responded to 
many of the comments it received, in- 
cluding comments from the States and 
Members of Congress. The EPA rule 
grants to the States flexibility in decid- 
ing how reductions in water pollution 
can best be achieved, contains ier 
for the development of State clean 
water plans and additional time for 
achieving the pollution reductions 
States have chosen, and drops provi- 
sions that could require new permits for 
forestry, aquaculture, and animal feed- 
ing operations. Moreover, the rule’s ef- 


fective date coincides with the end of 


the congressional prohibition—-October 
1, 2001. This delayed effective date will 
allow States to develop their plans dur- 
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ing FY 2001, 


rule Ss 


under existing clean water 


e The bill also includes a rider that would 
delay until the end of the fiscal year en- 
vironmental analysis of Central Arizona 
Project (CAP that 
must be made Indian 

rights settlements and litigation 
over the CAP repayment obligation can 
be finally resolved, thus jeopardizing 
these important settlements. 

e The bill includes riders to Colombia as- 

limiting the use of certain 

funds to support the initiative, placing 
caps on U.S. personnel, and requiring 
detailed certifications concerning Co- 
lombian compliance with specific 
human rights provisions and the Colom- 
bian drug eradication strategy. These 
riders may make it more difficult to pro- 
vide as drug traf- 


water allocations 


before major 


wate! 


sistance, 


effective assistance 
fickers change their tactics 

e There is also a provision that would cre- 

ate a burdensome reporting require- 
ment for the National Missile 
Organization. 

I am pleased that the Congress has de- 
cided not to include statutory language that 
would have interfered with the Department 
of the Army’s management of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. The proposed legislative 
rider would have prevented the Secretary of 
the Army from clarifying the proper re >lation- 
ship between senior C /Orps of Engineers offi- 
cials and the appointed civilian officials of 
the Army who have re sponsibility for over- 
seeing the Corps of Engineers’ activities. It 
is important and appropriate that the Con- 
gress has retained for these civilian officials, 
who are confirmed by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, the means to en- 
sure a clear chain of command necessary for 
effective organization performance. 

Weakening this relationship statutorily 
would raise serious constitutional issues that 
extend to civilian-military relationships far 
beyond the Corps of Engineers. I am con- 
cerned, however, about language included in 
the Conference Statement of the Managers 
setting out certain conditions related to these 
management issues. As this language does 
not prevent the Army from proceeding with 
management improvements, to the extent 
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the Congress has requested additional con- 
sultation, this request will be fully honored. 
The Congress has also requested that the 
Army not move forward with these clarifying 
improvements until ongoing investigations 
regarding the Army Corps of Engineers are 
made available and considered. We take this 
language to refer to the Army Inspector Gen- 
eral’s investigation of matters related to the 
Upper Mississippi study, which is the only 
investigation the Army has underway regard- 
ing the Corps of Engineers. I am directing 
the Secretary of the Army to review potential 
implications of the Inspector General's inves- 
tigation for the proposed reforms, to take 
them into account if relevant, and to consult 
with the Congress about these investigations 
as he proceeds with his management im- 
provements. 

The Act funds the vast majority of my re- 
quest for military construction projects, the 
military housing program, and other quality- 
of-life projects for our military personnel and 
their families. The requested projects are 
critical to supporting military readiness and 
the quality of life of our soldiers and their 
families. However, 
with the bill: 

e Continuing a trend the past few 
years, the Congress has not provided 
the requested level of construction 
funding for the Chemical Weapons De- 
militarization program, an important na- 


I have several concerns 


tional program. This year’s reduction of 


my funding request by $20 million 
threatens the ability of the United 
States to meet the 2007 Chemical 


Weapons Convention deadline for the 
destruction of the U.S. 
chemical weapons. The sooner these 
weapons are destroyed, the safer we will 
all be. 

e The Congress has chosen to add funds 
for projects that DoD has not identified 
as priorities. In particular, the bill in- 
cludes $475 million for 83 projects that 
are not in DoD’s Future Years Defense 
Program. 

e The Congress has again included a pro- 
vision (section 124) that would prevent 
the use of funds provided by this Act 
for Partnership for Peace Programs in 
the New Independent States of the 


stockpile of 
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former Soviet Union. Although this pro- 
vision would have no practical effect in 
the short term, I believe it could ad- 
versely affect U.S. foreign policy initia- 
tives, as well as future NATO-led oper- 
ations, if it were to become a permanent 
fixture in future Military Construction 
Appropriations Acts. 

Today, I am designating as emergency re- 
quirements the funds—with two excep- 
tions—in the Act that the Congress has so 
designated. The exceptions are for the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Pro- 
gram and the Department of the Interior 
Wildland Fire Management program. The 
emergency designations are necessary so that 
urgently needed funds are available for crit- 
ical needs. 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 13, 2000. 


Note: H.R. 4425, approved July 13, was assigned 
Public Law No. 106-246. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Cyprus-United States Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaty With 
Documentation 

July 13, 2000 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat- 
ters, signed at Nicosia on December 20, 
1999. I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department of 
State with respect to the Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego- 
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 
Together with the Extradition Treaty Be- 
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Re- 
public of Cyprus, which entered into force 
September 14, 1999, this Treaty will, upon 
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entry into force, provide an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety ol 
offenses, including organized crime, ter- 
rorism, drug-trafficking offenses, and other 
violent crimes as well as money laundering 
and other white collar crimes of particular 
interest to the U.S. law enforcement commu- 
nity. The Treaty is self-executing 

The Treaty provides for a broad range of 
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as- 
sistance available under the Treaty includes 
taking the testimony or statements of per- 
sons; providing documents, records, and 
other items; locating or identifying persons 
or items; serving documents; transferring 
persons in custod: for testimony or other 
purposes; executing searches and seizures; 
assisting in proceedings related to immo- 
bilization and forfeiture of assets, restitution, 


ind collection of fines; and any other form 


of assistance not prohibited by the laws of 
the Requested State. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and 


give its advice and consent to ratification. 
William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 13, 2000 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the South Africa-United States 
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With 
Documentation 

July 13, 2000 


To the Senate of the United States 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of South 
Africa on Mutual Legal Assistance in Crimi- 
nal Matters, signed at Washington on Sep- 
tember 16, 1999. I transmit also, for the in- 
formation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with respect to the 
Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego- 
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 


July 13 
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with the Extradition Treaty Be- 
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the Re- 
public of South Africa, also signed Sep- 
tember 16, 1999, this Treaty will, upon entry 
into force, provide an effective tool to assist 
in the prosecution of a wide variety of of- 


Together 


fenses, including terrorism, organized crime, 
drug-trafficking offenses, and other violent 
crimes as well as money laundering, and 
other white collar crimes of particular inter- 
est to the U.S. law enforcement community 
The Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range of 
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as- 
sistance available under the Treaty includes 
taking the testimony or statements of per- 
sons; providing documents, records and arti- 
cles of evidence; locating or identifying per- 
sons; serving documents; transterring per- 
sons in custody for testimony or other pur- 
poses; executing requests for searches and 
seizures; assisting in proceedings related to 
restraint or immobilization and confiscation 
or forfeiture of assets or property, compensa- 
tion or restitution, and recovery or collection 
of fines; and any other form of assistance not 
prohibited by the laws of the Requested 
State 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and 
give its advice and consent to ratification. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
July 13, 2000. 


Statement on Senate Action on 
Estate Tax Legislation 
July 14, 2000 


While I am willing to support targeted and 
fiscally responsible legislation that provides 
estate tax relief for small businesses, family 
farms, and principal residences, the estate tax 
repeal passed by the Senate is a budget-bust- 
ing bill that provides a huge tax cut for the 
most well-off Americans at the expense of 
working families. This back-loaded bill ex- 
plodes in cost from $100 billion from 2001- 
10 to $750 billion from 2011-20, just when 
Medicare and Social Security are coming 
under strain. The Senate is wrong to pass 
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this costly, irresponsible, and regressive bill 
which provides half of its benefits to about 
3,000 families annually while more than 10 
million Americans are waiting for an increase 
in the minimum wage and tens of millions 
of seniors lack dependable prescription drug 
coverage. Furthermore, studies by econo- 
mists have found that repealing the estate 
tax would reduce charitable donations by $5 
billion to $6 billion per year. When this bill 
comes to my desk, I will veto it. 

I am disappointed that the majority in the 
Senate placed such an emphasis on passing 
such a large and regressive tax cut, while vot- 
ing against the priorities of millions of Amer- 
ican families. The majority in the Senate 
voted against more targeted and fiscally re- 
sponsible estate tax relief that would have 
eliminated estate taxes for two-thirds of fami- 
lies and the vast majority of small businesses 


and family farms at a fraction of the cost of 


repeal. The Senate also voted against meas- 
ures to reduce poverty among senior citizens, 
provide for a voluntary Medicare prescrip- 
tion drug benefit, make college more afford- 
able, provide additional housing, help work- 
ing families save for retirement, and assist 
families in assuring affordable health insur- 
ance and long-term care. 

I urge the congressional leadership to work 
with me to relieve the burden of estate taxes 
for small businesses, family farms, and fami- 
lies in a fiscally responsible manner while 
strengthening Social Security and Medicare, 
investing in key priorities, and paying down 
the debt by 2012. 
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July 10 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
State College, PA. While en route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
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Later, at the Penn Stater Hotel, the Presi- 
dent met with Sherry Pope, wife of retired 
U.S. naval officer Edmond Pope, who has 
been detained by the Russian Federal Secu- 
rity Service in Moscow since April 4 on 
charges of espionage. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Philadelphia, PA, and later, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Leslie Beth Kramerich to be As- 
sistant Secretary for Pension and Welfare 
Benefits at the Department of Labor. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Rolland A. Schmitten as U.S. Com- 
missioner of the International Whaling Com- 
mission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Sara Castro-Klaren to the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. 

The White House announced that the 


President will travel to Nigeria on August 25- 
- 
mi. 


July 11 

In the morning, the President went to 
Camp David, MD. 

In the afternoon, the President met sepa- 
rately with Chairman Yasser Arafat of the 
Palestinian Authority and Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak of Israel on the back porch of 
Aspen Cottage. He then attended a plenary 
session of the Middle East Peace Summit 
with Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister 
Barak in the Conference Room of the Laurel 
Cabin. 

Later, the President met separately with 
Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister Barak 
in the Living Room of the Holly Cottage. 

In the evening, the President met with 
Chairman Arafat in the President’s office at 
the Laurel Cabin. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Ronald W. Burkle to the Board of 
Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center for 
Performing Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint John Tull as a member of the Board 
for International Food and Agriculture De- 
velopment. 
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July 12 

In the morning, the President met with 
Prime Minister Barak at the Aspen Cottage. 

In the evening, the President met with 
Chairman Arafat at the Laurel Cabin. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mark K. Shriver as a member of the 
President’s Council on Mental Retardation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Guy R. McMinds as U.S. Commis- 
sioner of the North Pacific Anadromous Fish 
Commission. 


July 13 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Baltimore, MD, and in the afternoon, he re- 
turned to Washington, DC. Later, he went 
to Camp David, MD. 

In the evening, the President met with 
Israeli Minister of Internal Security Shlomo 
Ben Ami on the back porch of the Aspen 
Cottage. Later, he had separate bilateral dis- 
cussions with Prime Minister Barak and 
Chairman Arafat. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Judith A. Winston to be Under 
Secretary of the Department of Education. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bonnie Prouty Castrey to be Chair 
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of James S. Gordon as Chair and the 
following individuals as members of the 
White House Commission on Complemen- 
tary and Alternative Medicine Policy: George 
M. Bernier, Jr.; George Thomas DeVries III; 
William R. Fair; Joseph J. Fins; Wayne B. 
Jonas; Charlotte Rose Kerr; Dean Ornish; 
Conchita M. Paz; Buford L. Rolin; Julia 
Scott; Thomas M. Chappell; and Effie Poy 


Yew Chow. 


July 14 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Prime Minister Barak at the Aspen Cottage. 
Later, he met with Chairman Arafat at the 
Birch Cottage. 

The President announced the nomination 
of John E. McLaughlin to be Deputy Direc- 
tor of Central Intelligence. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Maynard H. Jackson to the Fannie 
Mae Board of Directors. 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint Larry D. Welch as a member of the 
Security Policy Advisory Board. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted July 10 


Leslie Beth Kramerich, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, vice Richard M. McGahey, resigned. 


Submitted July 13 


Bonnie Prouty Castrey, 

of California, to be a member of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term of 5 
years expiring July 1, 2005, vice Donald S. 
Wasserman, term expired. 


Arthenia L. Joyner, 

of Florida, to be a member of the Federal 
Aviation Management Advisory Council for 
aterm of one year (new position). 


John E. McLaughlin, 

of Pennsylvania, to be De puty Director of 
Central Intelligence, vice Gen. John A. Gor- 
don. 


Judith A. Winston, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Under Sec- 
retary of Education, vice Marshall S. Smith. 
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Released July 10 


Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Clinton’s Trip to Africa 

Announcement of designation of Acting Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs 


Released July 11 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Haiti’s 
Elections 
Announcement: The Middle East Peace 


Summit at Camp David: Official Delegations 


Announcement of nomination for | 
of Federal Claims Chief Judge 


S. Court 


Released July 12 

Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 

Released July 13 


Fact sheet: Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agree- 
ment: Historic Strengthening of the U.S.- 
Vietnam Relationship 


Released July 14 


Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec- 
retary Joe Lockhart 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 


Approved July 10 


H.R. 3051 / Public Law 106-243 

To direct the Secretary ofthe Interior, the 
Bureau of Reclamation, to conduct a feasi- 
bility study on the Jicarilla Apache Reserva- 
tion in the State of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes 


S. 1309 / Public Law 106-244 

To amend title I of the Employee Retire- 
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to provide 
for the preemption of State law in certain 
cases relating to certain church plans 


S.1515 / Public Law 106-245 
Radiation Exposure Compensation Act 
Amendments of 2000 


Approved July 13 


H.R. 4425 / Public Law 106-246 

Making appropriations for military construc- 
tion, family housing, and base realignment 
and closure for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2001, and for other purposes 
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